QSLing TV and FM Stations

I’s Not The Same As QSLing Shortwave Stations, But It Is

Just As Easy . . .
By Frank Aden

ny shortwave DXer who has
A;pcm time and money collecting
QSLs knows such an endeavor
can be a fine art. Getting a station to ver-
ify a correct report is not always easy; a
DXer has to convince the station he or she
did hear the station and deserves a veri-
fication reply.
Fach area of the DXing world; inter-
xmnnml shortwave broadcast, shortwave
itics, amateur, public service bands
(VHF/UHE). TV and EM all have their
“rules and regulations™ on how to send
proper reports for QSLs. Sending reports
10 TV and FM stations require techniques.
that differ considerably from the other
arcas. This article will cover some of the
finr points to this specialized “art”.
Many other publications have pub-
lished articles on TV and FM DXing and
usually imply obtaining QSLs from
TV/FM stations heard by skip is almost
impossible. Yet talk to just about any vet-
eran TV/EM DXer and you will find that
is not the case. There are many TV/FM
DXers with large QSL collections.

Here’s The Solution

The key to obtaining QSLs is con-
vincing the station that it was heard (or
seen). With TV and FM stations, the
DXer is dealing with a group of broad-
casters, most of whom believe their sig-
nal is limited to S0-100 miles from their
transmitter site and are unaware that long
distant skip is possible. The problem is
getting the report to someone at the sta-
tion who knows that long-distance recep-
tion can and does oceur, or who can be
informed of such reception. This is com-
plicated by the fact that many broadcast
stations have a high rate of tumover in
personnel. A station may have a period
where the person answering the mail is
knowledgeable of skip and another time
when they are not.

Even though many TV/FM stations
receive DX reports each year., it has 1o be
assumed the person reading the reception
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Frank E. Aden, Jr.

Thank you for your report!

KDLO-TV

Your reception of

on _May 14,

1972

is hereby verified_per your tape. Thank you for writing.
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This QSL from KDLO-TV in South Dakota is

in response 1o a tape sent 1o the station by
o

the author

report letter does not know about DX via
skip. T have found that enclosing an infor-
mation sheet on the various types of
TV/FM propagation can help thé station
personnel understand why the distant
reception was possible. You can write one
upyourselforuse those ready made avail-
able to members by the DX clubs.

Start the report out in a friendly and
polite manner, just like any other recep-
tion report. In the introduction mention
the frequency or channel, date and time
(use the local time of the station). Follow
that with an explanation what type of
propagation caused the reception to occur
and point out how often that type of prop-
agation occurs (1 have had some stations
reply to my reports with the misconcep-
tion that the skip was happening all the
time, even though it was far outside of
their normal broadcast range!) Mention
the condition/quality of the signal and
also list some of the other stations or areas
which were received at the time.

‘There has been debate for years among
AM/FM/TV DXers if return postage

should be included in reception reports.
A rule-of-thumb I have found is that it
isn'talways necessary to do so with larg-
er commercial stations, but is mandatory
with small town, educational and reli-
gious stations. If enough information is
not available on the station to determine
its status, then go ahead and include re-
tumn postage

Following the signal condition infor-
mation list the program details you heard.
For TV stations running network pro-
‘gramming and FM stations running satel-
lite or network services you must try to
put emphasis on the locally transmitted
material. Stations running network feed
are allowed several minutes cach hour to
run their own local commercials (spots).
List details of local advertisements, local
station promotional announcements, lo-
cal newscasts or local public service
announcements. Withlocal commercials,
list names of advertisers, including phone
numbers. On_ promotional announc
ments, list station slogans and times of
upcoming specials.
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August 22, 1974

Frank Aden, Jr.

Dear Mr. Aden:

south of

20,000 watts,

Sincerely,

Dennis L. Haarsa,
Rininlstrative Services Officer

DLH: mrd

EOLLINTENCE TELECOMMUMCATIONS CENTER

et
Vermilion, South Dakota 57069 Phone(605) 677-5277

We s1e pleased to confirm your reception report of KUSD-
TV, Channel 2, Vermillion, on June 13, 19
dolcription of our station identification s126 ad
announcenent were correct and sufficient to demonstrate
reception of our video and audio.

KUSD-TV operates from a transmitter located two miles
eresford, South Dakota
visual power of 100,000 watts and an aural power of

The antenna is a batying type 657 feet
abouve ground (2,167 feet MSL, AAT) .

Thank you for your interest in our station.

with an authorized

760 feet Hi

FREEPLAY.
...FREE POWER
NO BATTERIES REQUIRED

BAYGEN is..The leader in personal
power generation. Just wlnd itup
and tum it on!

FREEPLAY RADIO

The World's only completely
battery-free, wind up AM/FM
and Shortwave radio!

‘The source is an internal

B-Motor carbon steel spring
driving a generator that is
powered by hand..
Put the power back
in your hands and
contact BayGen today.
Dealer inquiries welcome.

1800 WIND 234

A letter QSL from KUSD-TV in South Dakota.

With local newscasts, give the name of
the news program (if any) and list any of
the names of the announcers you heard. If
a station’s sign-off is heard during the
reception, list the owners name or the call
letters of the station’s STL (Studio-trans-
mitter link.).

If only partial details were logged. put
them in the report anyway. E skip and
Tropo reception can include deep fades,
so it might not be possible to receive
complete information that would nor-
mally be needed to go into a report, but
the person reading the letter may still be
able to identify the information and
you'll have a better chance of receiving
a reply. Close the report with a list of
equipment used (receivers, antenna:
preamps, etc.). Politely request a verifi-
cation and do not use the word “QSL” as
most people in domestic broadcasting
have no idea what it means.

The Follow-Up

Include all of the details from the origi-
nal report and add a comment stating this
is a follow-up report. I usually include an
audio tape in follow-up reports. This is
one reason for always having a tape
recorder running when DX is coming in.
The tape should be a standard cassette
(reel-to-reel used to be the standard but is
rarely seen now). Radio stations use cas-
settes for news-gathering and sales pre-
sentations. I also include return postage
in all follow-up reports

Since VCRs are now commonplace,
sending a VHS tape is another way to con-
vince a TV station they were received.
Many local electronic stores sell T-5, T-
15 and T-30 VHS tapes that are cheaper
to mail (being lighter in weight) than the
regular T-120 but they are about the same
price as T-120. A cheap source for T-5 or
larger VHS tapes is thrift stores. It is not
unusual to find promotional/information-
al video tapes for less than a dollar. Just
p]ace some cellophane tape over the

After a reasonable amount of time has
passed and no answer has been received
from the station, send a follow-up report.

d d on the left side and the tape
can be used. The C-05 and C-10 cassettes
are also great for sending reports to FM
stations and even audio portions to TV sta-

CIRCLE 62 ON READER SERVICE CARD

Haven't you always wanted a weather station? The Weather
Monitor Il makes a state-of-the-art weather monitoring system
affordable enough for home and hobby use!

For a free cataloy, call

1-800-678-3669

or visit us at
Nitp: W davisuel. con
M- 7am. 10530 pm. Pacifc Time
510-670-0589

1SA + One-year viar
‘30-day money-back guarantes <CMBBTE

DAVIS INSTRUMENTS 36 vt v tpnrd, 033
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WORLDS SMALLEST
TRANSMITTERS

XWB1000E-Z kit $46.95
MICRO FM TRAN: T

Voicetransmitter kit. Transmits 8810
108MHz. Range up to 1/2 mile. In-

STEREO . AMES

K L F M At 104 on Your FM Dial

Phone 515 - 232-0104 3043 Main St, P. 0. Box 595 Ames, lowa 50010
4 SERVICE OF LUNDE CORPORATION

Fabruary 21, 1973

My. Frank E. Aden, Jr.

Dear Mr. Aden:
Your letter of last June has just crossad my dask.
Please accept my apology for the lack of a prompt reoly.

We confirm your reception of KLEM on 6/8/72, Your
anclosad taps did, inde=d, contain commsrcials from our
station, onz of them racordad by myself.

This is ths farthest reception we've ever had reportad
to us, and we've jokingly rafarred to it in soms of our
dealings with sponsors who inquire about our coverage
area.

With your vermission,
our racords.

wa will keep your short tape for

If you raceive our siqnal again, we would enjoy hearing
from you about it.

For your records, w= ara 2nclosing our

"normal" covarage
map. 7

0psransnf< Manag=r, KLFM

a

XTL1000E-Z kit $69.95
CRYSTAL CONTROLLED

components

Voicetransmitterkit. Range upto 1/2
mile. Super sensitive mic. Trans-
4+ mitsat143.790MHz. Uses surface
mountcomponents.
XTL3000E Z kit £99.95
vsTAL

ile. Super sensitiveric. Transmi

o
mile. St smits a
components

at 143.780MHz. Uses surface mount
XLC900(C) $49.95

x scannEr conveRTERKiT|
- Uninterrupted coverage of
the 80010950MHz band.
Works with any 400to
550MHz scanner
(|, XBDSOOEZIKIT $129.95

BuG DE

Proftenal quamy Covers 1MHz 1o
ses new microwave integrated

Gircutt amplificr. Adjustable sensitivity.

Earphonejackfor quietoperation.

TRACKING TRANSWITTER XTRO0(E D) §7995
ORDER LINE
1-800-336-7389
Call for FREE Catalog

I S e pusiic swce st
ECTRONICS. INC.

The author's reception of KLFM back in 1973 was the farthest reception repor ted 1o the station.

tions. If a photograph is taken of a TV sta-
tion’s identification, it can be used in a
report, especially a follow-up report (I
have had several TV stations verify after ~ Association usually has information on
sending a photograph in a follow-up available TV station lists. If you have
reception report). access 1o the Internet, you can run a call
search on: Elliot Broadcast Services,
<http://www.radiostation.com/
feedata/fmeallsql.html> or the Federal
Communications Commission at: <http://
www.fce.gov/mmb/asd/amg.html>. From
there you can access FM and TV station
information (including AM).

Getting addresses of TV and FM sta-
tions can be a problem. Local libraries
may have out-of-town phone books and
even some of the broadcast industry an-
nuals which contain addresses. Unfortun-
ately most of the current TV and FM
guides published by DXers and clubs do
not contain station addresses. A short

from: FM Atlas, P.O. Box 336, Esko MN
55733-0336.
The  Worldwide ~TV-FM DX

Finding the Station’s
Location

If you heard or saw the call letters of a
station via Eskip, Tropo, or meteor skip
(the most common forms of TV/FM DX)
but do not know the station’s location, you
will need help from one or more of the
available TV and FM station directories.
For FM, the FM Atlas by Bruce Elving is
the best and is published yearly. It’s avail-
able through most of the major shortwave
electronic retailers or can be ordered direct
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FERREL

CONFIDENTIAL
FREQUENCY

Joth Edition

COMPILED B GFOFF HALLIGEY

If you're interested in utility
listening/DXing,
THIS BOOK IS FOR YOU!

This ever-popular 400-plus page
spiral-bound book is now available
by calling the CQ Bookshop
The new I0th edition from
PW Publishing Ltd., is THE definitive
qguide to utility stations, compiled by
Geoff Halligey, covering 1.6 - 30 MHz.

INCLUDED IN THE
BRAND NEW EDITION IS:

A FULL REVERSE CALLSIGN LISTING! -
Shows every known frequency
against each callsign, who's using
what frequency/mode and the latest
'WUN updates!
Aero * CW * Coast x FAX
Fixed * Embassy * Military
NAVTEX * Time * VOLMET
If the UTE Station is on the air, chances
are it's listed in Ferrell's Confidential
Frequency List.

Don't forget CQ Communications sells other
books, calendars and videos and there's FREE
shipping and handiing for orders $50 and over.

CQ Bookshop
76 N. Broadway, Hicksville, NY 11801
Fax 516-681-2926
To Order Toll-Free Call

800-853-9797

20554

April 18,1997
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By Call sign:

| (Guery) (@le

Back (0 the Menu

By File Number
" [Query (Clear
Back (0 the Men

FM Quers follows. AM Query and TV Query ae also mvailabie,

Federal Communications Commission

rd Floor -- 1919 M Street NW -- Washington, DC

FMQ FM Radio Database Query

The FM Database is updated every morning at 5:00 AM and contains
the transactions of the previous day.

When submitting a query by Call Sign, do not enter the suffix. For
example, WZZZ-FM would be entered as WZZZ

When submitting a query by file number, do not enter the prefix. For
Example BPH960425AQ would be entered as 960425AQ

Questions on the FM Queries may be referred o Bill Ball at (202)-418-2660.

ASD Subjects Index. ASD Alphabetical Index, FC
Filing an Application, Application Information. AM. FM and FM Translators &

Engine
Desisions, Links Within FCC

A look at part of the FCC's Web site where you can find a radio station's location.

“The Worldwide TV-FM DX
Association usually has
information on available TV
station lists.”

phone call to a station is also a way to
obtain an address. It’s easy to get out-of-
area phone numbers by calling I-area
code-555-1212. There is usually a small
charge for this by the local phone com-
pany. And for those who have access to
the Internet, getting both phone numbers
and addresses is easy. Lycos has an on-
line phone directory at: <http://www
lycos.com/pplfndr.html>. If long-dis-
tance phone rates are not a concern, a

phone call report is another way to obtain
a QSL and or act as a follow-up report.
Some DXers are now sending reports by
E-mail. Station E-mail addresses can also
be found via Lycos

If you're new to TV/FM DXing and
would like more information about the
hobby try the Worldwide TV-FM DX As-
sociation, the only club currently spe-
cializing in TV/FM DX in North Amer-
ica. Write them at P.O. Box 17333,
Asheville NC 28816. They have a Web
page at <http://www.users.sccoast.net/
daustin/wtfda.html>.

Putting together a collection of TV and
FM stations QSLs can be a fun and
rewarding part of the DXing hobby.
Success can be obtained by following the
above tips. Good luck and good listening!
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