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- : T b #
HO STAFF: 2 WWORK PROCEDES OM THE FM STATIOM LIST AND MAPS, AND TO A LESSER'
FERDINAND S. DOMBROWSKI EXTEMT ALSO THE TV MaPs AND LIST. !T HAS NOT BEEN DECIDED WHE-
DAVID JANOWIAK (TEGHNI—C.) THER THE MAPS AND LIST SHOULD BE sSOLD SBEPARATELY OR TOGETHER,

BrRuce ELVING AND YOUR COMMENTS ARE WELCOME. SIMILARLY, THE PRICES HAVE NOT

MORr1E GOLDMAN BEEN DETERMINED PENDINGTHE ACTUAL COST OF PRINTING==AND FOR
A biabh (FCCaTY) THE MAPS THAT COST CAN VARY CONSIDERABLY DEPENDING ON WHICH
L Heuomann: (C01) METHOO WE FINALLY USE. COMMENTS ARE WELGCOME ALSO ON:’

ED! TORS:

THE ABOVE PLUS® SHALL WE PRINT MAPS ON A HEAVIER PAPER OR L{GHT CARDBOARD?
ROcer BrOwn(CENTRAL TV) SHALL WE PRINT MAPS BACX~-TO-BACK ON THE SAME PAGE? LisT, TOO?

ROgcer Bunney(EurOrpeaN S.)
ROGeR 'W1NSOR(FM=DX)

CHuck NOBBINS (FCC-FM) TesT PATTERNM PICTURES WILL BE PRINTED SHORTLY, AMD WE ARE DE=-
PaT Dver (VHF Rao!0 DX) BATING WHETHER TO INCLUDE THIS INFORMATION FOR EACH STATION
GLeEnn Hauser (StaTisTics) onM THE TV 8TATIONM LIST. THE INFORMATION WOULD MOT BE COMPLETE
QAvE POMEROY (EasTern TV) BUT IT WOULD BE A START, AND OAN BE ADDED TO THERE AFTER WITH
DeEnnts SMiTH (WESTERN TV) THETNELE | BE  YOU UeNEERE,
BOs COOper (TecH-NOTES) THE FM MAPS HAVE BEEM PREPARED BY STATE 8Y BRUCE EL~-
VING, AND WILL BE PUBLISHED AND SOLD BY HIM, THE MAPS
EURDPEAN SCENE 18 TYPED BY BiLL HAVE BEEN COMPLETED BUT MOT PRINMTED YET as oF 20 Fes,
HEusMANNS MAILBAG IS TYPED BY G, RATHER THAN WAIT UNTILTHE FM STATION LIST IS FINISHED
0 LsONg HQ cOLUMN BY F. DOMamiw-i. (wHicH wiLl 8= A FEw MONTHE YET), BRUGE DECIDED 70

G0 AHEAD OM HIS OowM-wlTH THE FWM mars.
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, THE FIRST CLASS FEE FOR MEMBERSHIP 1S RA!SED To $3; THEREFORE, FIRST
CLASS MAILING OF VUDs witL ~ow cosT $4.50 pLus $3.00, or A ToTaL oF $7.50 (For onE vEAR.)
THOSE OF YOU HAVE PAID THE FORMER $2;VEAR WILL COMTINUE TO RECEIVE YoUR YUDsgs as usuaL. THls
NEW RATE IS8 FOR ALL NEW MEMBERS AMD RENEWALS RECTIVED HEREAFTER. |NCREASED POSTAGE TO GO
INTO EFFECT SOMETIME IM MaY ACCORDING TO PRESENT PLAMS MAKE THIS MOVE NECESSARY NOW, TO REm==
COUP SOME OF THE LOSSES WE WILL EXPERIENCE ON THOZY WHO HAVE ALREADY PAID THE OLD RATE.

WE ARE STILL' SEEKING KEYPUNCHING AID FOR THE TV anvp FM sTATIZN L18Ts. ALTOGETHER 3-4,000
CARDS MUST BE PUNCHED, SO THERE IS PLENTY OF WORK FOR ANYOND ANMD CVERYOME WHO 18 ABLE.

THe EURCPEAN DX COUNCIL anp THE ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMER!ICAN RADIO CLUBS HAVE BOTH E5TAS-
L18HED SUBSCRIPTION RATES IN RECENT MONTHS FOR DXZRS wHO w!sH TO SUBSCRIBE TO THESE MONTHLY
MEWSLETTERS. THESE ARE PERSONAL RATES FOR ONE PERS8ON==-=NOY FOR A MEMBER OR OBSERVER CLUS.
EDXC cHarceEs 85 NEw PENCE (BRITISH CURRENCY)-=A30UT 32,055 THIS I8 PAYABLE TO ALAN B. THOMP=
son, 16 Ena Avenue, NeaTH, GLAMORGAN, GREAT BRITAIN, MAKE CHECQUE OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO
"Eurorean DX CouncuL™ BuT sEnD To MR, THOMPSON, wHO 13 THE NMEW SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE EDXC.
IF vou wisH To senvp IRCs, THE PRICE is 23 OF THEM.

ANARC nNEWSLETTER sUBEC~RIPTIONS{TO INMDIiVIOUALS) wILL 23 AMMOUNGED NEXT MONMTH PROBABLY.

WE'LL SHORTLY HAVE TO PUBCHASE 3TENCILS AGA!M, AMD REQUEST EDITORS T9 0BTAIN A DISCOUNT PRICE
QUOTATION IF THEY wiLL., PRICE sHOULD BE FOR 10 qu!ReEs (soxes oF 24 EacH), SHIPPING INGLUDED..
WE HAVE NOT BEEM ABLE TO OBTAIN A PRICE AS GOOD AS WE GGT BEFORE In MiLw., $2.60 A Boxx,

ELSEWHERE IN THIS VUD YOU WILL FiND MORE COMMENTS ON OUR RUNNING FEUD wWITH THE BIG HOBBY PUB=
LICATIONS, AND WE HOPE THIS witt B% THE LasT COMVENTS pace. THE COMPLAINTS HAVE BEEN OVER=-
WHELMINGLY AGAINST THE PUBLISHERS FOR UNDERMAMDED TREATMENT OF READERS. A MEW PROBLEM HAS
BEEN BROUGHT UP OM ANOTHER PAGE, AND WS 80L.CIT CONSTRUGTIVE CRITICSM FOR THAT FROM NOW ON,
THE POP*TRONICS EDITORIAL PAGE GIVES A PUSLISHZR'S VIEW OF THE DX!NG HOBBRYS WHATS WRONG WITH
1T, AND HOPEFULLY YOU READERS CAM TELL US AND THE PUBLISHERS IN New YOrRK CITY wWHAT TO DO AB=
OUT IT. THIS ..EDITORIAL 18 quoTED Loosva“F%QM THE OR!GINAL I~ POPYTRONICS wiTH EMBELL I SH-
MENTS 8y WTFDA PRESIDENT NONE OF THE COMMENTS ARE MEANT TO BE IMTERPRETTED AS OFFICIAL CLUS
/POLICY, BUT PERSOMALLY | FEEL THERE 1S MUCH WRONG Wi TH THE HOBAY AND HERE ARE SOME VIES 0N [T.

BACK-1SSUES: sTILL AVAILASLE TO MEMBERS AT 35¢ EACH (Dsc;, 169, anp Fe=., '70 TO DATE.)
PHOTO-COPIES: AvatLasLeE FrRoM HQ AT 15¢ CACH FOR FIRST 5 PAGFS, AND 12¢ EACH FOR ADDITIONAL S,

SAMPLES: PRICES ARE SAME AS THAT FOR BACK=1S8UES. |IF A MEMBEF SENDS MONEY FOR A SAMPLE TO A

e

FRIEND, 1Ts 35¢. |F A NON=MEMBER SENDS I THE MONEY, (78 50¢.
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WMAR-TV Raltimore, KENS-TV San Antonio: Ronald ILe BCLénc,__T'_“I,arreo, LA. WDAU-TV Scran-
ton, PA, WVIA Scranton, WNEP-TV Scranton: . Jerry Pulice, New York City. KOTA-TV
Rapid City, SD: Morrie Goldman, Chicago. :

WTFDA woulcd very much like to“run photo pages more often in the VUD. However we
can't without your help. Send any DX photos you would like printed in the VUD to
Hg in Milwaukee. Please indicate whether or not you want them returned.




THE EUROPEAN SCENFE
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The sunspot count for December was as follows:

tes 85 ovh 87 17en 60 23th 8 b

75 o 101 88 50 : Jan. 85

Lth 65 12th 95 20th101 28th 47 ' Feb. 83

| 71._\_ 93 80 Mar. 81

gg 821 : 90 o Apr. 79

: 81 . 76 Y18t L May 77

8th “16th- 65 - 24th 63 : June 75
The smoothed count for December was 7&.5 S e B ot

The period under review has been'extrcinely quiets-No paging activity
has been noted since 16th December. Indeed, there has been little activity
noted above 30mHz _ince that date. MS has hrought some activity for Ursids
around the 22nd Dcember, mainly low band, and the Quadrantids of early Jan-~
uary similarly gave some actlvity, altho nothing particularly outstanding.

Es has virtually been a memory, On Christmas day a small 01 Es gave a progrem
from Bastern Europe. Trops gave a minor 117t around 10th January, wilth
Northern rrench stations received in this area.

Dec. . Jan.
17- Bal, IB, tc 2- EBRT B2, tc
19- NOS E4, tc, trop 3~ Czech 01, te
20/23 BRT E2, tc L. OEF E2a, tc
24~ Czech 01, tec 6- Czech 01, tc
25« Czech 01, tc. Prog. O1, 2% 7- ORF E4, tc; BRT E2, tc; NOS E4, tc
27- NOS B4, tc 11- TVE B2, te

28- Sweden E2, tc

In last month's column I noted that TVP had been noted with a caption
*IVP-1'. I had speculated that possibly this may indicate the start of a
UHF service. We now know via a Czech contact that this is indeed so. As
soon as we have gen re the actual stations/channels, I will pass this on.

I have noted on odd occasions on E2 short MS bursts of the ‘'new’
electronic test card, as used by ORF this past year. 1t seemed unlikely
that ORF had opened an E2 transmitter, but only yesterday we have the an-
swer, NHK has been received in the North of England on E2 and E3 using this
card, but carrying an identification. :

Our good friend, Michele Dolci, of Bergamo, Italy. has kindly sent
further information on the BAI test card problem of last Es season. At
that time we noted that at times their tect card was carrying a new number o
ldentification, ie #8. This is actually the number for the home transmitter
on channel G. Michele informs us that gll transmitters go onto the Rome
test card 15 minutes before they go onto programme. This card also carries
the letter S.

Michele also informs us that in Brindisi, s DXer is receiving Albanian
TV on channel R6, unfortunately co-channel with his local transmitter. This
is an unlisted stmtion; possibly the network has grown. We did note last
year that plans were ready for a new TV studio centre in Tirana, which in-
ferred an expansion in their TV network. There is listed an experimental
transmitter on 02, which is a possibility for many DXers in Europe via us,
assuming they have increessed power from its present listed 50 watts. -

Michele mentions that JRT are putting out proglammes in Italian for
Italy from a powerful TV station.

The BBC local radio station Radio Solent was opened officially on
New Year's Eve here in Southampton, on 96.1 mHz. They were, however, precedeal
by Hadio Free Solent on 94.1 mHz. This pirate station was on all day, trans-.
mitting programmes and ads. The GPO were unable to locate them. Apparently
they were mobile. The BBC noted that signals were °'fuzzy', and added that

this was wonderful publicity for their own station!
Good DX, @r
: 1 e
/ J(,,?'C’




A General Informatioen Morrie Goldman WASRAQ

: V’D E 0 li ": i b e LA 5815 North Christiana Ave.
g i MARCH 1971 , Chicago, Tllinois 60645
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The TV-DXer's Log

Logs of one sort or another have ‘been important to man since the day he first
learned to graphically record things he saw. Bven before he devised an alphabet,
man recorded such information as the number of animals he killed or how bad a storm
was by painting pictures on the walls of his cave.

For the TV—DYer, a wog is somethlng sp901a1 and it seems that there . are
as many ways to keep a DX log as thers are DXers.' Every DXer has his own preference
regarding how to record 1nfnrmat10n of stations received. Many DXers do have this
much lopging pollcy in common, however,  keeping two logs. One a formal lpg;_the
other a running log. : S ¢ :

fo The running log is usually a note pad with gust about every detall wrltten
downi ' Trample: - Oct. 20, 1969 '
0440 Several MS bursts of WCBS-2 w/tp
- 0451 WJIBK-2 w/tp weak by trops
- 0510 UnID-4 by MS to SW with ip and
- large "TV" in top left and "4" in
" ‘top right. No call noted.
0530 WOOD-8, WIOL-11, KFVS-12
bl e g L R R
2000 Noted auroral hash up to ch. 13
2015 CJBR-4 with talk show & ad for "Bill's
: ~ Gas Station on i2th Street". ID With
i L temp {29°) on panel at 2017. ; :
Ybu mlght not want quite this much detall ‘but remember, it may be 4 plefd)
feference source at a later dats. Make sure that you.lnclude enough program 1nf0;
ads sean, étc. for ynur reﬁort to the statlon.

Your formal log can be kept in any of a number of ways. Some DXers prefer
listing their stations received by channel, othérs by loeation, and still others
in order received. The most basic form of a formal log would include .only a list
of call létters of stations received. More complex forms might include transmit-
ter location, date and time of receotion, audio and video signal quality, whether
a request for verification was sent and recelved etc. Shown below is the form /
which T employ in mv formal log. :

,DATE TIVE CALL/CH. LOCATION 25 i VFD PHOTO
10-5-69 0530(D) WKBW-7 Buffalo, NY i 7
10-5-69  0605(D) CHCH-11 = Hamilton, Ont. AR

The (D) aftef“thé time indlcates DST,

The log is kept in a loose leaf binder, aleng with card and letter verifica-
tions and DX photos. Pages are protected by pleste covers. These sell for about
10¢ for three and are really a must for protecting pages and veries.

We msntloned briefly that it may be a good idea to keep. your notes as detall-
ed as possible for' late“ re?erence. on;ectwn ahead to when this information
might be needed, 19L s examin ‘a hypothetical opening by reading from the notes.
June 3.1£7O ;

1118 Neted Es, SW, strong on chs. 3 & 4 wfccr
on loca, 2. 5

1120  UaID-3, WSW w/local nx pgm. AR

1121 " Sare 3 v/’ocLL £pot for "Williams Radio o b

g oa’es“ on 5th Avenue. :

IR T I L




VIDEO IINES - PAGE 2 i MARCH 1971

1125 KGBT-4 with teec trouble slide
1128 KIII-3 ID. 20ke offset with same:
UnID-3. '
1200 WOAI-4 w/local nx and WOAT radio
. promo. -
Un¥D-3 ID's as "Big 3". Both ABC
and CBS- TOgou were shown. :

__’Lnls is pprhape an exagera+pu example. but W1+h some basic logic you stand
an excellent chanco of identifying this unlmown.

Peviewing, rou. lmow from offsst. cbservation, as recorded in notes, that
'TT 1s. 20 KHsz with the UnID station, By checking a station list, you find™

"_KTTJ g £.-3, which teuld make the Un'D station a +3. You how know several
facts about the mvstory station: it is 2 +3, is probably in the area of Texas,
(the otns: stations that were identified were from Texas) ard the station is an
affiliate of both ABC and C3S nstworks. From this information it would appear
that tho UnTD is X2TY, Bryan Texas. But to be cortain, a call to Bryan directory
assistance (a2 no chargs call) reveals that there is indeed a "Williams Radio Sales"
on 5th Strest. : : f

One additional benefit resultirg from mainteining detailed notes is your
potential Tor aiding D¥ers who may have reported an UnID to the CCI column of the
VUD. His station may have been ons that you had the good fortune of identifying.

Standard Ele“trik Lorenz, an ITT subsidiary in West Germany, has developed
a2 new “c grition cond eystem for multilingual countries. iELh ths Lorenz system,
12 audio tracks (a » even 2L in select cases) can be synchronized with one video
s1gnal_' Even tihiough bandwidth required for the new system is a huge 13MHz, the
ﬁajcf'pvﬁblem Tor tho system is expected to be agreemeat of an intzrnational stand-
ard., If the Lorenz system does find its way into cormercial use, it should pose
. some interesting problems for European TV-DXers.

. w . R T | [} L]

ﬁbout_the_middlaibf 19?1. look for.Philips (Noreleco in US) to make_availabié“°
a consunsr 1lins of thres cassetts video *tape »ecorders. Playback systems should

range in price from $300 or so for a black and vhite uni‘, to about $400 for colorﬁf.”

Philips feels that for about $550 vou will be sble to purchase a color record and
playback systern, cowplete with TV receiver. ' :

A large nuber of Luroveon electronics companies have alrsady hgreed to the
new Philips video cassstte standard, and more ars exvected to join. Other compan-
ies planning (as yet unstandardized‘ vidso cassstte uyﬂtepv 1no7uce Ampex, Sony
and Avco.. . - j

Though the cost of playback or record video decks is due for a sharp decrease
in the near futwre, the cost of videotape may not be. Presenily, a half inch tape
leng enough fcr cne hours recording on 2 Sony, or 40 mirutes on a Panasonic video
recorder sclls fcr zbout $40, Some.say the cosis required to produce video taps
will not be_g;egtly.decreased, even with greatly increased tape outputs.

e e, LSRR LS e TS B Y

At this time I'm still not sure just when I'll be called for Army basic train-
ing, (for the Army Reserve; not Rag.-Arwy) sc-util then the colurn continunes: All
comments ars welcomed| .73 end best DY,  Morrie




FM RADIO STATIONS OF GEORGIA
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FM STATION ATLAS QF"THE UNITED STATES:&ND_CANAD&
' ™" By Bruce, F.-ELvinve '

OveRrR 30 PAGES OF MAPS SIMILAR TO THE REVERSE!

To BE PUBLISHED IN MARCH USING THE LATEST UP~TO=PRESSTIME FCC.oatat Our 1w
TIME TO HELFP IN LOGGING FM Dx oynlwe THE PEAK "1971 SK1P AND TROPS seAsONY

A VALUAELE A&BET TO BEGINNER AND PRO AL!KEI

Know YOUR "FM GEOGRAPHY' ' VALUABLE FOR DXrNe, TRAVELING WwiTH FM IN THE CAR,
AND FOR HOME Hi-FI LisTENING.. THIS LIST SHOWS THE LOCATIONS OF ALL THE
FM RADIO STATIONS IN YOUR REGION OF.-THE COUNTRY, AS WELL AS EL SEWHERE,

INDICATES WHICH STAT ONgTARE COMMERCIAL, WHICH ARE EDUCATIONAL, WITH THE MINOR,
TEN=WATT EDUCATIONAL STATIONS LISTED PARENTHETICALLV.

Price For WTFDA memsers $2.00 posTPalo BY THIRD crLass malL (U. S. Funos), U. S.
AND CaMapa. ApD 25 CENTS FOR FIRST CLASS, dR 50 CENTs FOR OVERSEAB MAILING,
PrRICE TO Non-MEMBERS $2.50.

SEND ORDERS TO!

Bruce F. ELVING : Lo .
3000 NoRTH OaKLAND AVENUE e g
MiLwaukee, Wisconsin 53211
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ESPECIALLY OF LATE, WE HavE BEEN HEAR]NG MDRE -AND BIORE’ Aaou* %uE anwrwa
SECONDARY READERSHIP OF THE. VHF-HHF D1GEST"THAT :s, DXERS WHO- READTHE
COPIES OF NEIGHBDRING WTFDA® MEMBERS. THERFORE, THE woM-MEMBER IS‘ﬁECPlVING
THE BENEFITS or WTFDA MEMBERSHT P WITHOUT PAYING DUES, WHILE THIS L
CERTAINLY ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE NON=MEMBER, IT 18 NOT TO WTFDA. . THAT NON=
MEMBER 1S ACTUALLY HURTING YOU WHO LEND HIM THE" VoD, As WELL AS HU RYFNG *“f
THE WTFDA FINANCIALLY, Ine VDLUME THERE ARE:- SAV!NGS‘TO WTFDA IN.THE cHdT oF
SUPPLIES, SO voun MEMBERSHIP COULD BE LOWEH‘THAN ITLlstE ALL, THESE SEOGNaFJ_
DARY READERS PAID THE4R. owN wwv.l T e i e : sy

ey

vy '."‘

WE AREN'T GOING TO QUGGEST THAT YOU SUDDENLY 8TOP LETTING YOUR
FRIENDS READ YOurR YUD, BUT WE DO SUGGEST THAT YOU ENGOURAGE THEM TQ - JO PN,
FOR YOUR BENEFIT As weLL As WTFDA's BENEF LT AR TERJh;L,“xgg AREPAXYNG T s
YOUR OWN WAY, 8Q WHY 3HOULDN? T THEY? IF, HE's ' GodD FRIEND HE'LL: AUNDERSTAND - CESa
YOUR CONCERN FOR YOUR CLUB" AND wON'T TAKE ABVANTAGE o#_yaun QENERDSITY 1M-fj
DEFINITELY., Lol :ﬁ--w. B _ e P e s A

RPETEE

_ngn;sn NUMBER ‘oF ‘PAID Rgpnsns CAM HELP us paonucz A BETTER

QuaL 1Ty VUD FoOR ALL. -MEMBERS. SIMILAHLV, INACTIVE BUT PAJD MEMBERS CONTRIB=

UTE TO THE COST OF PRODUCING THE VUD ALTHO. THEY OGNYT GONTRIBUTE TO THE
COLUMNS WiTH THEIR REPORTS. |NACTIVE PAID MEMBERS ARE OF MUCH MORE BENEFIT

YO A CLUB THAN ACTIVE NON-MEMBERS. IJHINK ABOUT 1T, CosTs CONTINYE.TO RISE N
PURCHASING SUPPLIES, TAXES, POSTAGE, ETG. THE MORE 'MONEY THE CLUB TAKES 1M,
THE MORE ALL MEMBERS WILL BENEFIT BECAUSE WE CAN POUR THAT MUCH MORE 8ACK INTO
THE VUD AND OTHER SERVIGCES WE WOULD LIKE TO PROVIDE, AMD PLAN TO IM 1971 Wi TH
YOUR HELP.

Aler

Morr1E GoLpman, ANp FERDINAND DOMBROWSKI.
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MORE ABOUT TROPO DUCTING |

Judging from both my mail: and the remarks in the bulletin the past few months, my October
column on tropo ductmg alerted many DX'ers to the possibiht1es of this most interesting form
of DX.

One DX'er noted wrote in the bulletm about recewmg a couple of 600 mile UHF stations when
"nothmg unusual" was showmg on VHF or FM.

ThlS is not unusual, and points up what does happen very often, Remember that with true ducting,
the duct is actually like a piece of wave guide of coaxial cable .. ' stretched between your locatton :
and the transmitter location(s). And recall also that the physical size of the duct (ie. how tall it

is, and how wide it ig) determines which channels or frequencles are carr1ed -along in or by the

duct. i { St

We wrote last fall that ducts are "more efficent" at UHF, Which is another way of saying that
- because the ducts usually do not get very BIG, they are usually BIG enough for a short wavelength _
UHF TV signal to FIT I.NTO but not always BIG enough for a longer wavelength VHF TV or FM
algnal to FIT INTO.

So it'is often the case that a true duct may be going like gang busters at UHF and be carrymg
signals 500-800 miles with good atrength while the VHF signals over the same path(es) are simply
to BIG to fit into the duct

We wrote last fall about what type of weather fronts cause ducts to form, Go back and review
that material, and then design your own DXing habits around starting at UHF FIRST in your
tumng for DUCT signals, because the signals will always show up first at UHF, almost always
be strongest at UHF, and may not show up at VHF at ALk

There are certain areas of the 'country ‘where duc'tin:g is more likely to happen than others,
As is obvious from reports in the bulletin, the mid west is a dandy location for ducts. So too
is the gulf coast region and along the eastern seaboard ‘There is NO reason at all why Miami
area UHF TV signals do not make it as far north as the North Carolina bulge several times a
year, or even north as far as New England ( where the reclprocal path from New England TO
Miami would also work of course) once or twicé a year, All that is- reqmred is a good front
stretching north and south and pushing off of the coastline in a straight line running from New
England to mid or south Florida, The weather fronts cause this type of situation several tikmes
each year . AND - why hasn't somebody caught southern Florida to New England UHF tropo
_before now ?

The answer is very simple: (A) No body has been looking at the right time, Once fronts of
this type start to clear the east coast, they either distory (1e. lose their straight line) , or
fold back on the south end, or break up. It appears to me that you have from 15 minutes th
one hour to catch the front in just the right location for - say - Miami to Boston! That's 15 mmutes
to log Miami UHF in New England or New England UHF in Miami, 5k

‘The Gulf Coast tropo ducting is another story. Here fronts pushing south from the Canadian cool
air basin, or north (in the spring/ svmmer) from the Culf warm air basm tend to stagnate and linger




BOB'S TECK NOTES :
h“IAP«CI‘_" 1971 e e e =
Page two '

along or 100-200 miles south of the mid-gu'f region (ie. New Orlea.ns/ ‘\eiobile). When this happens i
(and it happens every spring sometimeé betwezn March 15 and Ma.y 15th at-least-once if not...o .l
several times) you may get a duct that holds in position for as much as 43-72 hours. The prcblems
between Florida and Texas, for example, are station and DX er acti v1ty¢ From Texas looking - :
east, there are many UHJ stations in Florida runaing from the pan handle all the way to Miami, =
But thers are only a couple of UHF TV DX ers in Texas properly situated, Around Dallas, for 3
example, the frent will be moving south (or north) quite fast and you may have 15-20 minutes

to catch the north Fiorida-south Georgia stalions. Down arcund San ﬁntomo, where the front

usually stalls out (going sonth) you will have severa' hours or days.

-"Cn the Flor1da/t" eorgia ead looking west, you have severe! alert DX'ers, but few UHF stations
on the other end., Channel ‘39 Houston and channel 41 San Antonro / channel 42 Austm are abou,
all that you Lave to lock for, ‘And they ave grcuped cloge together ..  channels 39, 41 and 42,

If vou have a converte: imageor local station in that spot on your Florida ULF gial, you
could be missing a fantastic duct opening and never even know it}

So w'h:at you need to do"is to sit down ahé‘ad of time, '{vherev_er you a:.:'e,’ and_‘ PLAN jrop_ir é’t’:tack. S

(1) Put up at least a single 7 foot Channel Master cr Tinco dish, Put it up 50 foet -mimmum (ngbt
~ Morrie?) and run good UXT foam twin lead to your UHF converter,

(2) Stalt paymg VERY CLOSE ATTENTION to the weather maps in the paper and on TV, If yoﬂ :
have 4 local TAA weather bureau, make a trip out to 'oce them, ESSA weathsr maps are Drmted
out svery hour or two on facsirile machines in their offices and thic is the current, ‘most up to
date data that is available, Tind e friend in this office and tell him what you are looking for, Once
he understands ‘what you want ‘you should ke abla to call him and ask ™vhere the front line lvs. 3
and he can tell you 1! . it's'50 miles west of hzrs, rupning NE 800 miles ond in hvo I”ours A
it will cross over here and’stratch NE to Dayton” .... or whatever, =~ ey
Ramﬂmber, ducting is usually short lived, You have got to be on the spot when it happens, and
be prepared ahead of time with the channels you are gt:}mﬂr to look’ for, Then with the front about
an hour away and headmrr towards .,rou start concent‘*atng on tum ng ‘o‘ tnos'e cha:mnls. That‘s :_
really aII t‘lere 1s | to 700 x m”" flus UH “' v "“‘GBDthn' e S et

e ————

TID BI’I‘S el

The December 1970 issue of QST feaiured Da“* one of 2 two paf’t arﬁcle én SPORADIC E SKIP
(Es) By WWTVFMDXA miember Mel Wilson, I den't know when part two 18 dum out, out It 1s
MUST reading for all members’ interested in Es. At your library, = 0 @ Sk

The T‘eb*f‘ua*’y 1971 issue of HAM RADIO featurec a nine page ertmle on etf-hed 1nduc+ance :
interdigital bandpass futﬂ“/orennmphﬁers by your's tru_y, i SR

73 MAGAZINE" has had ‘an articlé on METEOR RURST DXing of mine for séveral months, ail about
TV oid M DXing via meteors, Tt shou'd be out zoon, RADIO ELECTRONICS moonzing has bought
and will publish a feature on TV/FM D‘{mg ... which pushés the WW/TV FMDXA. And POPULAR
ELECTRONICS "may" publish a feature on building your own single channéd high gain mterdlg1 al

g

'\re ampafler for out-of-—tov.fn pro football watching; either July or -’*ugust, Thanks Perry!
; 78, Bob Cooper, Jr, .

Ay
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 AR-15 POTPOURRI

The Heath AR-15 Stereo FIl Receiver has received much "ink" for several years. What
follows is a collection of miscellaneous information and incidents related to the AR-15
fﬁé%_might be of interest to FM DXers. '

HEATH AR-15 STILL THE BEST SAYS CR

Possibly old news now, but still of value to FM DXers or future FM DXers, is the review
of stereo FM receivers (RXs) in the August 1970 Consumer Reports (CR).

Two really dominent items are of interest. The first is that Fl RXs have come a long
way baby. Quality RXs with "big-name" features are available at all costs. CR check-
rated (top billing) about a dozen familiar-named receivers. Their general comment' was -
that the FM sensitivity, audio amplifier response, etc. was approaching the ultimate,
not just in one RX as was the case a few years ago, but in several. What this means

is that a purchaser is less likely to get "burned". Consult the CR review for details,
which abourd, with performance specs, ctc., on a comparative basis.

I was, however, amazed when the highly touted Heath AR-15 was not among the check-rated.
Closer perusal, however, showed no listing of the AR~15, but reference was made to it at
the end of the article. And this serves as the second item of interest: The fact that
the AR-15,now s6 copied by others, still rates as the very best RX checked to date.

Wheﬁ*checkéd a few years ago, the AR-15 had performance specs in most areas that exceeded
by far any RX ever checked by CR. The AR-15, and separates AJ-15 (tuner) and AA-15
(amplifier), were heed and shoulders atove all others. :

The AR-15 is over four years old now, and, apparently, other manufacturers have almost
caught up with the total perfofmance_of the AR-15, (R actually found the AR-15's per-
formance in isolated areas second-best. But the top overall performance nod still went
to the famous AR-15. iy

Improved technology will eventually drop the AR-15 from its lofty status, of course, In
fact, word from Heath employees is that an "improved" AR-1500 is now in the homes of
"select" individuals, a technique Heath uses after initial product development and before
release for sale. : P : :

Those AR-15 owners whose pride might be wounded if a RX surpassed their AR-15 needw't
worry, apparently. "Insiders" claim that major changes in the AR~1500 are an improved
Al section and more audio power. The Fii portion is to remain virtually unchanged.
That's just what we need: more audio power! = ey

A word regarding CR's reputation and evaluating techniques appears in order. CR is a
non-profit organization dedicated to presenting the facts about products commonly pur-
chased. CR receives no "payoffs" (as some have suggested) so that brand "A" is unjust-
ifiably placed ahead of brand "B". C(R's 40 year history of service plus support by
various government groups speaks for itself. (See 6/69 ‘Techni/Corner for my opinions
of CR's evaluation ofproducts used by DXers.) e ;

Testing techniques leave little to chance. Critical performance specs of TV and N
RXs are measured with the best equipment available. Receivers,for example, ‘are im
competition with each other. However, important FM specs such as sensitivity, selecte
=7ivity, ete. are not necessarily listed as, for example, 1.9 microvolts for 30 db of bl
quieting, or so much signal to noise plus noise ratio. Rather, the "numbers" are re-
classified intc groups ‘so that the reader is not confused by electrical specs. that mean -
nothing to the uninformed. For sensitivity,for 'example, CR might class any sensitivity
figure below 2.0 microvolts for 30 db of quieting EXCELLENT, 2.0 to 2.5 as VERY GOOD, . -
2.5 to 3.0 as GOOD, 3.0 to 3.5 as FAIR, and 3.5 and up as POOR. This is all relative,
based on the spread of RXs in theot class. However, RXs are indeed compared against each
other in precisely-measured tests, not "ear" or "eye" tests. (This classification allows
- one to compare CR's findings against manufacturer specs, which can be misleading as
discussed later.)
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Anyome who rejects CR's results of such thoroughly evaluated products as FM R¥s, °
speakers, automobiles, etc. shows an immense stubborness that is exceeded only by his
ignorance.

AR-15 VS FISCHER 500 TX

This incident involves a "lesspthan-technical ear/eye" comparision of my AR-15 and Bruce
Elving's Fischer 500 TX (the top Fischer RX). Bruce, as most of you know, helds several
records among known FM DXers, including most FM stations heard (over 900) and most years
engaged in FM DXing (over 20). Bruce now lives in Milwaukee and ‘is WUWN=FI station
manager. ;

Cemparisons of electrical characteristics such as FM sensitivity, selectivity, cross-
mod, etc. were made. - (Sinece audio amplifiers in thesé top of the line RXs are so good,
it's virtvelly impossible to detect differences here with no test equipment, and nc
attempt was. rade to do so.) Physical characteristics such as tuning ease, type of ex~"
ternal hardvware, and general "feel" and appearance were noted. : -

0f coiurse. electricel comparisons can give false impressions. For example, brand A
might normally have groater sensitivity than brand B. But if A is misaligned or has .
RF {rarsistor with slizshtly vorse than nomindl gain or noise figure, or if brand B has
an unusually "nct" BRI stage, brand B might show greater sensitivity. Some have found
‘slight differences in identical AR-15s, or between en AR-15 and AJ-15. So our intent
was only o compare our Rs, and possibly relate this to CR's evaluation. (Truthfully,
I was 2 bit scared becauss, after all, I hed built the AR-15 from kit and "dickered"
with the Tl aligmment in spite of Heath's warning not to, whereas Bruce had his Fischer
"in the shop" two or three times for varicus bugs, and repair men had been instructed
to align the RX well.,) - : :

Tests of FM characteristics were made by connecting my Finco FN4G and FH5G yvagis through
an antenna sui*ch and attenuator and finally through a Jerrold quality 2-set hybred
splitter/mixer, with one output feeding the AR-15, the other the 500 TX. It had been
determined that both splitter outputs were identical, so far as it could be determined.
My Xess 727 stereo headphones provided the audio, allowing us to zero in on weak
gignals while reducing the wive's chatter. = e T

The following major electrical characteristics were noted:

1) Selectivity -- the ability to receive a weak station adjacent to a sffong station —
seemed very close. Both RXs use dual crystal or ceramic filters. Testing was done by
monitdring wesk fringe stations next to Milwaukee bombs at select parts of the band.

2) Cross=mod -- undesireable mixing of strong signals with wealer signals with resultant
stronger s*ations being received at several places along the dial--aggin seémed the same.
However, w2 didn't check this too carefully (had_forgotten, actually), since most

stations we were monitoring (and most DX) come from directions away from Milwaukee

locals. Consequently, we didn't aim the antenna at the locals and see how much cross— - 5
mod appeared on each RX. Suffice to say, however, that Bruce is tearing his hair out

trying to DX between the cross-mod at his Milwaukee site, even with a 6 db pad I de-

signed %0 cut downt the cross-mod. Bruce lives closer to the mid-Milwavkee FM towers, \
while I 1like closer to the S, SW, W/ and W side Milwaukee towers and near suburban

towers. Iicedless to say, Bruce's Duluth, Mfinn., bluff overlooking Visconsin is'a bit

betteri . : : T

3) - Sensitivity ~- the ability to receive weak stations -- was where the marked differerce
was noted. The AR-15 clearly outperformed the 500 TX. This is tough to check using the
"ear" method as you can imagine, because what you want is weak buj steady signals, not
week, eratic signals. (This is where CR test facilities "hsve it" made.) However, the
suitcheble attenvator between the selected antenns and splitter allowed us. to reduce the:
signal levels instantaneously of fairly strong semi-locals so that weak but steady =
signols'resulted. Weak (but hardly stereo quality) signals were heard on the AR-15 that
Just weren't there or were buried in noise on the 500 TX at several positions across thé:
baad: - A part of & microvolt is indeed small, and such a difference is difficult to detect |
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unless you have very week 51gnals. However, signals often appeared about equal when
the signal to the AR-15 was reduced by 50% (6 db pad).

- -

4)f Physical characteristics. The \untrained eye cannot easily deteet if short-cuts
were made here or there. However, past experience indicates that if a manufacturer
makes little attempt to use quality components on the exterior, you can bet that
jhterior quality isn't going to be too hot.. True, some put on a great "front" to
disguise lousy "guts", but people soon see through theee fakes and reaect such products.
(Se RANDOM VISITS, next article.) = . -

imymay, the AR-15 had in mnmy opinion, superior external layout, type of controls,
fluid dial tuning, etc. Features on the 500 X not on the AR-15 included preset ;
station switches and Autoscan. The preset stations feature can be a DX aid., Auto-
gscan you need as much as- a class C local. Both features seem to be included by
Fischer in an attempt to provide scmething not found on other RXs. For the normal

Fli listener, these features hardly are worth the extra cost, but they do add some
gingerbrez8 to the 500 TX's appearance.

What did we prove? Nothing meyﬁe. 'My*AR-IS outperformed Bruce's 500 TX in sensitivity,
"class) appearance, and higher quality exterior components. Selectivity was even, and
im&unity te cross-mod seemed even, ﬂlthough insufficient tests wete made.

For repgir, (which any of these expensive FM monstere might need), the AR=15 has the e
nod, of course, with its excellent repair manual and test meters for those who wish to
repair thele own. Trouble shooting Heath quality FM RXs and color TV RXs is a lot eag-
ier than trouble shooting others,.as any Knowledgeeble person who has done repair work
knows. : :

Both"AR-15 ‘and 500 TX are excellent receivers, but our inforﬁal tests compared nicely
- with CR's evaluation. If you don't care to build the AR-15 ($349) kit, the §525 wired o
price is indeed nigher than the §500 500 TX list price. And you might get discounts
as great as $200 (typically $100) on the 500 TX. You would have. to determine if the
more expensive wired AR-15 is worth the better performenee “If you're handy with klts,
- there seems to pe no justification for buying a 500 TX over the ﬁR—lE kit, unlees the
500 TX glngerbread apuearanee with its Autoscan, etc. grabs you.
5 e :
Of couree, one can’ ‘dream up any gorf of Juetlflcatlon for purchasing a RX of poorer : R
nﬁellty than others for the samg price or more, but who is that person really foollng :
except himself. : o =% oo i ‘ :
Fli RXs with fine FM performance’ are availEble"for conéiderebly'Ieée than both ‘the AR~15
and 500 TX as CR pointsrout. Or, if the prospeetlve FM DXer has a fairly decent :
amplifier, the Heath AJ-15 at ~ =~~~ $189 kit would be flne, as eeveral
WTFDA» members ‘have discovered. - ek
Continued next ﬁgnth. . 5 :

5
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wRE MAIL HAT BEEM RECE|IVED ABOUT THE FLECTRAMICe pPUBL I oHERE AMOANGWES TA MY DECEMEBER Fh=

I TORIAL AND JAMUARY COMMENTS NN THAT EDITRRIAL. (:; (:) I\\I‘I‘
From Joun Ramsey: - r\v/q[\\/q ! \

“aesl'D LIKE TO GET MY SAY IN ABAUT THE POP*TRONICS I~vcioevT, YEs, ARL OF Us UXFQG/
SUBSCRIBERS WERE 'SCREWED., Don'T GET ME wroMg, PE HAD EVERY . JRIGHT M THE wca-o'*n CHA\GP
FORMATS BUT THEY SHOULD HAVE |NFORMED EVERYONE A LOT S6ONMER AND ALLOWED SUBSCRIBERS T
GET THEIR M2SNEY BACK. | REMEBER ABAUT SiXx MOMNTHS AGO THINK NG THAT RADIQ=TY EXPER|VENTER
arvo El (ELECTRONICS fLLUSTRATED) WERE THE OMLY GORD MAGS_LEFT; PE was TGO COMMERC|AL AMA
HAD ONLY A LITTLE TO DO wiTH DXitG IM EACH 188UE. AT LEAST RTVE (now SE) avo El aeme mere
AR LESS GOND ARTICLES ON JXIMG, WRITTEN (M MORE DX=-CLUB=STYLE THAM MAGAZ]ME-STVLE, THEM

RTVE cHavGED To SiE: ABL WE NEED IS AMATHER MECHAMICS |LLUSTRATED TYPE. fiow THEY'RE ne
LANGER BEING PUBLISHED, AND | GET TO RECEIVE ELEWERTARY ELECTRONICS,wHICH LEAVES MUCH T3
BE DESIRED. IMpeEED E Is 2TILL AROUMD, ,WE WERE SCREWED ANMD FOR MO GOOD REASON | T SEEM=,
GHAT DO THE MAGAZINES HAVE TO SAY ABAUT THls, (noTHIN' | 8eT), :

FroMm LEs PRuUs? 2 ,
' "RE THE MAGAZIME COMTROVERSY, | AM IN AGREEMEMT WiTH YAUR EDITORIAL. | HAD SUBSCR-
I8eEp Tn PE FOR FIVE YEARS SJLELY FOR Hark BewnwvetT's S coLumw AND THE OCQAS!.“AL ARTICLES
CoMCERNMING TOXINGS THE TERMIMATIO:! OF THE COLUMM DID NOT AMGER ME AS MUCH AS THF MA“FFR |
WHIGH IT WAS DONE WiTH THE ANNMOUNGEMENT COMING IN THE FINAL PARAGRAPHS OF BEnNMETT'e LAaT
COLUMM, [T |S UMLIKELY THAT THE CHAMGE I~ PE'S FORMAT WAS A LAST=MIMUTE DECISI®N €N THE
PART OF THE MANAGEMENT, SO WHAT OTHER REASOM COULD THERE BE FOR w!THHOLDING THE NEWS eF
/THE CHANGE OTHER THAN To 'SCREW THEMSUBSCR!BERS,‘ WHETHER THEY CONSTITUTED anv 'insign)rF-
ICANT PORTION OF THE READERSHIPT oR NoT? UnTIL NR. FERRELL PROVIDES THE FACTS UPSM WHICH
A MATURE JUDGEMEMT CaN BE BASED, | Car HARDLY BELIEVE THAT HCBBY ELFCTRONICQ MAGA?INED_
THOUGH 8F INSIGMIFICANT VALUE TO DXERS8, HAVE GONE TO THE EXTREME OF 'L [ TERALLY SUBS(DI 7=
InvGg! THE DXinG HOBBY. ALTHOUGH THE MUMBER OF DXERS MAY NMOT BE GREAT ENCUGH TO WARRANT A
FOPULAR magAazInE pEVeTED ONLY To DX ACTIVITIES, THERE MUST BE ENOUGH TO BE REPRESENTED
BY A FEW PAGES IN A 150 paGE MAGAZINE. |T IS DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT ZIFF=DAvVIS woULD
CONTIMUE TO PUBL}SH bOMmUwIC*TION; HANDBOOK YEAR AFTER YEAR IF ONMLY AN INS{GNIFICANT NMUM=
BER 6F THEM WERE BOUGHT.®

¢

From OLiver P, FerreLr (oF PE) aGaln:

"] AM,GOING T2 MAKE AMOTHER TRY AT 'EXPLAIMING' WHAT HAS BEEN TAKING PLACE  IM THE SiL
HXBBY~=IN THE BRCADEST SENSE OF THE TERM. THE LETTERS AMND CFMMENTS THAT Y2U HAVE PUBLISHED
ART ALL VERY slILLY avp | pen'T [NTENMD TO DIGMIFY THEM BY PO[NT-TG-PﬂINT ANSWERS. THE ef fu-
ATIOM 18 SIMPLY THAT * & 1. . .\ THERE ARE T0O0 FE SWl. s AND THE LOSS €F 100, 250, 500

or EVEN 1000 READERS | 8 INSIGNIFICANT WHEN VIWEWED FROM AUR AVERAGE CIRCULATION ©F ABAUT
375,000 READERS..ee.A MAGAZINE CAMOT SURVIVE ON NEWSSTAND OR SUBSCRIBER SALES. |T MusT
HAVE ADVERTISING, AMD THERE [S§ ALMNAST MO ADVERTISING Te BE SECURED FROM SWL EqQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURERS s « WHD . ¢ « DO MNOT WAMT TO TALK CONTIMUQUSLY TO THE SAME AUDIEMCE. MY WARCH EC-
tTorlAL (1~ PE, | ASSUME, ED) TOUCHES ON{THIS pnim AND ATTEMPTS TO ILLUMIMATE SOME OF

THE PROBLEMS THAT ARE BESETTING THE HOBBY. I ALL OF THE COMMENT® 80 FAR PUELIQHFD, THFERE
DN M'T SEEM TO BE ANy CONSTRUCTIVE REMA RKB AS TS WHY MAGAZIMES SHOULD DEVOTE ED]TQRIAL
SPACE To SWLing. | wouLp HAZARD THE CPINIAN THAT THE VERY osvznuq FACT% CONCERMIMG THE DF-

MISE OF MAGAZIMES AMD MAGAZIME CALUMMS THAT HAVE PERTAINED TO S“LING WITHIM THE PAST YEAR
WOULD BE INMDICATIVE €F WHAT 18 ACTUALLY TAKLNG PLACE . CCRYIANLY THE#E MUST BE SOMEOME Wl TH
SUFFICIENT CURICSITY TO ASK WHAT 18 TAKING PLACE, OME FINAL THOUGHT. NOME OF THI® IS
CANSTRUCTIVEs | AGAIN URGE ALL S"_8=-=~REGARDLESS OF THEIR FI ELD AF INTEREST -~T0 STOP FEEL-
ING sn SORRY FNDR THEMSELVES AND TO TAKE POSITIVE ACTION T3 IMPROVE THE STATURE OF THE
HABBY.

PRES | DENT®S FURTHER COMMENTS 1
| THINK TS £BVIOUS FROM ALL LETTERS PUBLIEHED THE PAST FEW MANTHS THAT THE GRIFE Isn'T se
MUCH THAT THE GALUMNS/MA GAZINES WERE DROPPED, BUT HUW THEY WERE DROPPED? WITH LITTLE @R
MDD PRICR MOTICE, AMD SECCONDLY WlITH N} 2TFER O A REFUMD AT THE SUBSCRIBERS ﬁﬁTlﬂN. THERE
ARE OMLY TWO REAL QUESTICNS AT STAKE, A~D MR. FERRELL HAS AVEIDED BOTH. | WAS INFORMED T#-
DAY THAT TRAVEL % CAMERA To wHIcH | SUBSCRIBE 18 BEING DISCRNTINUED AND | wAS GIVEN THE
OPTIOM 9F A CASH REFUMD OR A TRANMNSFER T1¢ ANY OF THREE 7THER PUBLICATIONS, THE LAST 18SUF
wAS RECEIVED 10 WEEKS AG> AND ALTHO THERE WAS NN PRIOR NOTICE, AT LEAST THE PUBLISHER HAD
THE COUTESY T3 G!VE ME FOUR GCh? ICES..PE avp SR%E pronm®T G1vE ANY CH@ICE *OR DID THEY GIVE
ADVANGE NeTICE. (IvDEED, S&E wAS STILL SALICITING SUBSCRIPTIONS OF Up TO THREE YEARS I[N
THEIR TH]RD-LAST ISSUE. How CAn THIS BE VIEWED AS ANYTHING BUT mBVIOUS FRAUD?) WHY?7%77?
GRANTED THE WOBRY CAN BE [MPROVED, EHI AQUR QUESTION HERE 18 WITH THE B!G PUBLISHERS.
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Dave Pomeroy
: KCSD=-TV

1211 McGee Street
Kansas City, Mo, 64106

TERD TV D)

Deadline: February 12

Tropo reception again dominates this month's reports with three people
reporting favorable conditions in November and December. Dick Clark
saw over 30 new stations within a 16-hour period and Rohald J. LeBlanc
saw & new stations via tropo within two weeks. Thomas Yingling of
Baltimore, in his first report, was able to cash in on the November 8
skip opening so 'that part of the country was alsc affected by that
off-season opening. DX has béen almost non-<existant in Kansas City
for the last month, but a rstor from Santa will make this spring and
summner a lot more exciting for this editor. My wife never did like
climbing upz on the roof to turn the antennas for me.

Bonald J.'LeBlanc; 2524 Arizona Dr., Marrero, Louisiana 70072

11-21 T 1930 KPLC-7 ' Lake Charles 11-28 T 1030 WAPT-~16 Jackson, MS
' 2000 WMAA-29 Jackson, MS ; 1700 WDIQ-2 Dozier, AL
2015 WTOG=4L St.Pete(L88) 1705 WEIQ-42 Mobile, AL
2030 WIRK-11 Ft Myers,FL 11-30 2215 KBMI~12 Beaumont (244 )
2100 KLNI-15 Lafdyette,LA 2420 WABG-6 Greenwood,MS
2130 KHOU-11 Houston(321) 2450 KFQWA12'CIOVistMf830]
2135 WAPT-16 Jackson(160) 0100 KFDA-T0 Amarillo(773)
2200 KTVE-10 E1 Dorado,AK 12-1 2100 WDIQ~2 Dogzier,AL
2215 WLBT-3 Jackson, MS 2200 WCOV-20 Montgomery ,AL
2345 WTOK~11 Meridian,MS 2230 WKAB=32 Montgomery,AL
2350 WJTV=12 Jackson, MS 2400 WSFA-12 Montgomery,AL
2430 WTVM-=9 ~Columbus,GA 12-3 2200 KHFI=42 Austin,TX(460)
4 0125 WLCY=10 Largo, FL(472) ° 2215 KHOU=11 Houston,TX i
11-22  1030"XHX-10 Monterrey,NL(700) 2250 KFDM-6 = Beaumont ,TX
.~ 1145 XEFB-3 Monterrey,NL . 2255 KHTV-39. Houston,TX
11-25 - 2200 XHX-10 Monterrey,NL - 2300 KBMT~12 Beaumont,TX
11-26 - 1300 XHX-10 "Monterrey,NL 2470 KPRC~2 Houston,TX
2300 KBMT--12 Beaumont,TX 2425 KITI-3 | Corpus Christi
2400 KTVE-10 E1 Porado,AK 12-6 E 1220 WCBS=2 ~ New York,NY
11-28 - 1000 WCFT-33 Tuscaloosa,AL(R63) . 1235 WUSN-2 Charleston,SC

I thought this was going to be my worst ye
the weather gets the better the reception
received this year all but 12 were receive
November, and ther first week of December.
Monterrey on November 11 was first tropo e
Tropo cn November 30 was first west of Texm
through local channel 6 only 4 miles away.
1t has been cold here, but I sure haven't

© DX. That would make the weather 'a little

ar of DX'ing but the colder

gets. Of 38 new stations

d in the months of October,

Tropo reception from

ver from Mexico for me. :

as. KFDM-6 was identified
(Some nice catches there.

noticed any increase in. -

casier te take!idp) . ... -

This column is for TV-DXér's in the: following states: - =
NEW YORK VERMONT - ' :NORTH CAROLINA - TENNESSEE RS
MAINE “ o NEW BAMPSHIRE ‘SOUTH CAROLINA sMESSISSIPPT L & by
MASSACHUSETTS NEW JERSEY . - GEORGIA : . LOUISIANA |
CONNECTICUT  MARYLAND “ALABAMA DISTRICT OF
DELAWARE VIRGINIA FLORIDA COLUMBIA
WEST VIRGINIA o

RHODE ISLAND

KENTUCKY
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Richard Clark, 41ﬁO_Bayview_Dr., Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33308
Really great TV DX'ing on tropo from 3 pm to 7 am December 18-19.
The following 4O stations are all new!

WMAA-R9 Jackson, Mississippi WJXT-L4 Jacksonville, Florida
WRDU-28 Raleigh, N. Carolina WWL-4 New Orleasn, Louisiana
WJPM-33 Florence, CS, Carolina*WAPT-16 Jackson, Mississippi
WRLK~-35 Columbia, S. Carolina WLOX-13 Biloxi, Mississippi
WCES-20 \rens, Georgia WGHP-8 - High Point, N. Carolina
WWOM~26 ~New Orleans, Louisiana WWAY-3 Wilmington, N. Carolina
WOLO-25 Columbia, S. Carolina *WHTN-13 Huntington, W. Virgina
WNTV-29 Greenville, 3. Car. WVUE-8 New Orleans, Louisiana
WETV-30 Atlanta, Georgia WATL-36 Atlanta, Georgia
WJSP-28 Columbus, Georgia WDHN-18 Dothan, Alabama

WABW~14 Pelham, Georgia WTCG-17 Atlanta, Georgia
WCLP-18 Chattsworth, Georgia WTVM-9 Columbus, Georgia
WACS-25 Dawson, Georgia WYEA-38 Columbus, Georgia
WUSN-2  Charleston; 8. Car. WCWB-41 Macon, Georgia

WRET-36 Charlotte, N. Car. WDSU-6 New Orleasn, Louisiana
WKRG-5 Mobile, Alabama WQXI-11 Atlanta, Georgia

WJHG-7 = Panama City, Florida *Dick's record VHF & UHF trops

By the way all DX'ing is done on my new IPA-LB/HB amplifiers from
Cadco. A very good piece of unit. I would recommend it very highly.
(Hope 1971 is providing the same results. dp) :

Thomas J. Yingling, Jr., 221 Pinewood Road, Baltimore,
10-15 T 1830 WDBJ-7 Roanoke, VA 11-8 E 1925 KTAL-6
1830 WSVA-3 Harrisonburg 1955 WREC=3
: 1850 WVPT-51 Staunton,VA 1000 WFBC-4
11-8 E 1900 WABG-6 Greenwood,MS .~ 1020 WCYB-5
ﬂ (very strong) 11-28T 0130 WJEL-11
1920 WCBI-4 Colugbus,MS 11-29E 1130 WJBF-6
Total is now 52 stations since May 1970. All TV-DX'ing is done on my
Sony TV=Y20UJor a 1968 Zenith color set. Antenna is an Allied
Colorset 60-element log-periodic with rotor mounted about 35 feet
above ground, A JFD amplifier is also used with the Sony set. The
best E-skip in 1970 was KCPX-4. My location is in the Dundalk
suburbs, not in the city of Baltimore or Dundalk, Maryland.
(Thanks for your first report, Tom. Hope to see more during 1971
from the home of the world champion Baltimore Colts. dp) :

Maryland 21222
Shreveport,LA
Memphis, TN
Greenville,SC
Bristol, VA
Johnson City,TN
Augusta, GA

11427

Dick Clark has sent the following list of Cuban stations seen in FL.

La Habana-~CMBF-2 Television Nacional, CMQ-6 Television Cubano

Ciego de Avila--CMJA-2 Television Nacienal, CMFD-7 Television Cubano
Santiago de Cuba--CMKU-2 Television Cubano, CMLB-5 Television Nacional
Holguin--CMKJ-3 Television Cubano, CMLD-8 Television Nacienal
Camaguey-~-ClMJ-4 Television Nacional, CMJL-6 Television Cubano

Santa Clara--CMHQ-5 Television Cubano, CMRA-8 Television Nacional
Matanzas-~CMGQ-9 Television Cubano, CMG-13 Television Nacional
Guantanamo--CMKG~13 Television Cubano, AFRTS-8& .
Baracoa--CMKB-7 Television Cubano

(HQ NOTE: | unpErsTanD ALL CuUBANS NOW IDENTIFY THEMSELVES as ICR so THE CM-is NOT VALID.)
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Dave Pomeroy
KCSD-TV

2

rJ ; ! (3 ’ r? }~ - N \/ 1211 McGee St.
. % Ny } : : {wl \_ Kansas Clty, Mo. 64106
_JVFJ\L/ fw 3 '_:_)JA

Deadllne' March 12

Although the summer skip season is still a couple of months away, the word for
January . for TV-DXer's is skip with a strong opening being reported by three
Eastern D¥er's on January 14. The opening extended into this area with Les
Prus of" Manhattan, Kansas reportlng receptlon from Florida on that evening--
see "Western TV-DX column. I must not have been home that -evening as I do

not recall a sign of-Es--throughout the entlre‘month You will note’ two
Eastetrn TV-DX columns for March (one is February s). Last month's stencils
were . accldentally senr tblrd-class and didn' t arr1ve in Mllwaukee Sorry for
the dplay.

Mitch Donock 2921’ Brlnkley Rd. Oxon Hill, Maryland 20031 (EST)

10-8 Tr 0530 WCAU-10 Philadelphia,PA 10 12 Tr 0530 KYW-3 Phlladelphla PA

0535 FYW-3 ~ Philadelphia,PA 0540 WCBS-2 New York, NY
/0600 WIAR-3  Norfolk, VA " 0545 HGHP-8 High Point,NC
0630 WRAL-5 Raleigh,NC’ 060" WCAU-10 Philadelphia,PA
0630 WITN-7 Washington,NC 0600 WRAL-5 Raleigh,NcC
0700 WAVY-10 Norfolk,VA - : 'CBOS:WT&Rr353Ndrf61k,VA
. 0700 WTVD-11 Raleigh,NC : . 0605 WITN-7 “Washington,NC
- 0730 WHAG-25 Hagerstown,MD ’ 0610 WAVY-10 Norfolk,VA
0730 WCW-57 Richmond,VA  © 8750 WUHY-35 Philadelphia,PA
10-9 0550 WCAU-10 Philadelphia,PA  10- 13~ 0550 WCTI-12 New Bern,NC
0555 WFIL-6 Philadelphia, PAj 10~ 16 gq 2125 ITCA~2 St.Paul ,MN
0600 WITN-7 Washingten,NC " 2130 RUSD-2 Vermillion,SD
0610 WFBG-10 Altoona, PA ~ ' S R200-UNTD=Z 08C T
0615 WAVY-10 Norfolk,VA * -~ " 11-8 2000 WDCN-2 ~Nashville, TN
10-11 ° 2200 WUND-2 -cOlumbiaﬁﬁc- S N kel 17 1880 RATE3 Lafayette EAL

Trops from 10-8 to 10-13 the best I've ever seen here, The Sklp openlng on 1-14
was really a big:surprise and I1've been. keeplng an .eye on the TV screen ever
since, BCB DK'_no ‘has really been booming here. - L
Thomas J Ylng‘lng, Jr. 221 Pinewood id. alglmor Maryland 21222 (EST)
1-14 ©s WKY-4 . Oklahoma City, OX 1745 1~ 14 Es - KATC~ 3 Lafayette 1A 1757
KIII-3. Corpus-Christi,TX 1755 KFDX-3 Wichita Falls,TX1805
Skip was strong w1th CCL (does that answer your questlon ,dp) on channel 2 and
unid on channel 6. Weak local trops at same time, (Although licensed to
‘Burlington, New Jersey. WVBS -48 transmitter is in. Pennsylvanla and, in my

-:opinion, should. ba 11Qted a% a Pennsylvanla statlon. Sorry._dp)

=J05eph E. Kureth Jr.* P 0 Box 572 Southern P1nes North Carollna 28387

- 11-6 Tr 2330 WYAH-27 Portsmouth,VA ~ 12-3% Tr,2100 WOAY-4 Oak Hill,WV
12-4 . 0545 WAL-7 Washington,DC 1-23 ...,0105 WQXI-%1 Atlanta, GA
12-19 0830 WJRJ=- -17 Atlanta,GA Total now 132(Winegard SC-54 w rotor)

Glenn Hauser PSC Box 4563 Robins AFB, Georgia 31093 (CST)
1-14 Es 1530 CBFT-2 Montreal, Que. 1-14 Es 1627 WJRK-2 Detroit, MI(680)
1550 WGRH-2 Boston,MA 1630 cJIC-2 Sault Ste,Marie
1559 WMAR-2 Baltimore,MD ; 1630 UNID-3  has trans,K76EP?
I'm back in USA without any permanent TV-bX setup, Have my old rellable RCA
1961 New Vista portable with "bunny ears.'" Earlier in month saw WSPA-7 and
WGTV-8 via trops. Have tried whenever possible for Euro 41 MHz TV audio, but

no luck so far.(Welcome back, dp)
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Ronald JQ Le Blanc 2524 Arizona Drive Marrero, Louisiana 70072
12-17 Tr 1715 WINK-11 Ft. Myers,FL(564) 12-18 Tr 2400 WFSA-12 Montgomery,AL

1800 KHOU-11 Houston,TX(321) 2405 WINK-11 Ft.Myers,FL(564)
2100 KTHV-11 Little Rock(350) 2410 WLCY-10 Largo,FL(488)
2130 KALB-5 Alexandria, LA . 2430 WAPI-13 Birmingham,AL
2335 KATV-7 Little Rock,AR 2445 WQXI-11 Atlanta,GA*
2400 WMSL-48 Decatur,AL(375) : 0135 WBRC-6 Birmingham,AL
. 2415 KPRC-2 Houston,TX = 0210 KBMT-12 Beaumont,TX
2430 WATL-36 Atlanta,GA(406)  1-9 2000 WATL-36 Atlanta,GA
2445 WBIR-10 Knoxville,TN(549) 2100 WHMA-40 Anniston,AL(337)
2455 WFTV-9 Orlando,FL(510) : 2130 WCFT-33 Tuscaloosa,AL
0105 WAAY-31 Huntsville,AL 2200 WKAB-32 Montgomery,AL
0110 WAPI-13 Birmingham,AL ' 2215 WAAY-31 Huntsville,AL
0130 WLBW-10 Miami ,FL(686) 2230 WYEA-38 Columbus,GA
12-18 1705 WJHG-7 Panama City,FL : 2245 KLNI-15 Lafayette,LA
1715 WIVM-9 Columbus,GA = ' 2300 WCOV-20 Montgomery,AL
1720WMAA-29 Jackson,MS : ' 2420 WQXI-11 Atlanta,GA
1730 WDIQ-2" Dozier,AL 0145 WBRC-6 - Birmingham,AL
1845 WSB-2 -Atlanta,GA 1-11 1830 KHOU-11 Houston,TX
1850 WGIQ-43 Louisville,AL 2100 KTVE-10 El1 Dorado,AR
2000 WESU-11 Talahassee(350) 2300 WAOI-13 Birmingham,AL
2015 WEIQ-42 Mobile,AL(138) 2400 KENS-5 San Antonio,TX
. 2345 WATL-36 Atlanta,GA 2445 KBMT-12 Beaumont,TX

2355 WYEA-38 Columbus,GA(337)  (Total now 157 stations)
%*Channel 11 in Atlanta identified itself as WAII-11 on 12-18 and as WQXI-11
on 1-9., (According to TV .FACTBOOK channel 11 in Atlanta was formerly WAII
and is now WQXI which they have been for some time. Evidently someone used
an old ID slide. Two different call letters for the same channel in the
same city should not be counted separately. It's still just one station
unless station has left the air and .another has come back on using different
facilities, dp) .

Jerry Pulice 143 Gibson Avenue Staten Island, New York ‘10308 (EST)

10-29 Tr 0800 WNEP-16 Scranton,PA 11-1 Tr 2205 WJAR-10 WTEV-6 WPRI-12
WDAU-22 Scranton,PA 11-6 Es 2000 WLBT-3 Jackson,MS(tent)
' WBRE-28 Wllkes-Barre PA 11- 8 1825 WTVY¥-4 Dothan,AL
' WVIA-44 Seranton,PA © 1840 WDIQ-2 Dozier,AL
Es 1947 UNIB-2 & & © 1900 WDSU-6 New Orleans,LA
10-31 Tr 1730 WTIC-3 Hartford,CT Sl 2000 WABG-6 Greenwood,MS
WNHC-8 New Haven,CT - 12-29 = 1500 KOTA-3 Rapid €ity,SD
' WJAR-10 Providence,RI ' 1530 KDY0-3?(maybe KDLO-3,SDdp)
WPRI-12 (Rehoboth,MA) = ' Total now 153 stations in 33 states+DC

WTEV-6 New Bedford,MA I am now using a3 vertical dipole system
(Tiverton,RI) - for skip. Two 98" folded dipoles, fed
16-22-28 Scranton,PA with coax, By phasing the two, a null
11-1 -7 16-22-28=44 Scranton,PA can be produced for NYC and Philadelphia,




- hico, California 95926

Deadlines: lEtb of each month

< rJ fJ Dennis Park Smith

: ; {;[ 'ﬁ Music Department

v _[j \_) ‘Ej‘J“ Chico State College
£ 97L .

It has been a fairly gobﬁ winter so far. Tropo has been fair in some areas, and
there have been some intcresting Es and M5 loggings so far in 1971. Overall, Es was
reported on Janvary 4, 11, 12, 13, 14, 21, 23, 24, 25, 27, Febraary 2, 7.

 Bill Heusmann, 1527 24th Street, Des lioines, Iowa 50311 (9 Dec - 31 Jan)  (€38T)
12 S 0509 WCBS~ 2 Hew York NY CBS tp - (2)MS) 0556 wway- 3? ilmington NC CBS tp
0516 wkyc- 3 ClevelandOH logo glimpsell Es 1728 WESH- 2 DaytonaBeachFL local nx
0546 WLW-D 2 Dayton OH '.Ill'-type tp 1737 wedu-3 & wtvj-4 tentatives
0550 WUSH- 2 Charleston SC logoslide 19 Tr 0730 KROC-10 Rochester MN Today 4555
0612 XPRC- Z HoustonTX id color bars 24 M3 0546 WLW-D 2 tp, whoopee!

0617 KRIS- 6 Corpus Christi TX tp Tr 0558 KCRG~ 9 IA cn early w/ buLlSeve
16 Tr 0031 WREL-13 Rockford IL s/off 1345 0616 KHOA~ 7 Hannibal 0 CBStp 2355
J127MS 0528 VLIi-D 2 Dayton OH tp 25 Es 2000 XZEFB- 3 'Monterrey Al Dia' promo

0547 unlD- 3 washed-out wedge tp ~unID- 3 ABC dominant o/XErB

New underlined, tentatives lower case type. DNot sure if Jan-12 date is correct;
neglected to note at time! Conditions are about what one would expect for this time

1640 WFiiY- 2 Greensboro NC 44 R950 20 Tr 0630 KTEW 2 TulsaOK(xKVOO!)22 R210

1710 WiAY- 3 Wilmington NC 44 R1080 24 Tr 2220 KBMA-41 Kansas City MO 33 R100

1720 WUSN- 2 Charleston S€ 44 R1015 25 Tr 1045 KCSD-19 Kansas City 10 23 N100

Notes: Jan 3, KDLO-3 is nearest MS. Checked several times on 2nd, 3rd, & 4th for

Quadratids shower including late mocrning - early afterneon butI apparently missed it.

Random bursts only were noted. South Dakota is my 28th state. Jan 11, KUSD-2 logﬂlng

is puzzling—Es at 260 miles? Duration about 2 minutes after tune-in w1th steady pic-

ture not unlike Es, which rules out MS. Trops conditions were nil. Jan 14, 1635 tune
in, last DI faded 185C. See January CCI for unid details. e

A pretty good month for DX with a very good skip opening, four new stations and
one new state added to my log. Best of DX, . "

(Les also sent a map of the southeast US with a detailed illustration of the 1h-
January Es opening with the clouds, times, and stations as seen by lissrs. Prus,
Garber, and Heusmann. Some tentatives were determined after plotting positive ids.
Hap also nctes double-hop id of WKAQ-2 Puerto Rico by Marv Garber; perhaps we'll see.
his report next time. Terrific, Les. dps)

of year. Uy UHF II' tube is bad; at least I'm not missing much. 73 and good IX.

_Les Prus, 1615 Pierre Street, ilanhattan, Kansas 66502 (January) - (CST)
3 ¥S 0538 WLiW~D 2 Dayton OH 2.--R650 (L4){Es) 1740 1ISAV- 3 Savannah GA 34 R1000 ;
0557 unid- 3 spiral tp/id 2 1745 unid- 2 Daniel Boone - 31
0631 EDLO~ 3 watertown SD 3 N390 1750 WESH- 2 DaytonaBeachFL 44 R1110 |
8 M5 0543 unid- 3 star-shaped id 3 1800 .EDU 3 Tempa FL 34 R1110 |
1l Es 1155 ‘AR~ 2 Baltimere MD 31 R1060 1820 YPBTor'/THS-2 Miami FL 34 R1310 I
E? 1630 KUSD- 2 Vermillion SD 41 N260 1835 WIVJ 4 liiami FL 44 N1310 |
1L Es 1635 WUND- 2 Columbia HNC 44 R1150 1845 unid- 3 Sp.audio,Cuba? 13 - |
|
|
|

Bob Cooper, Jr, 2609 Chaucer Drive, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120 - (January) (CST)

I have been running so far behind schedule that many worthwhile projects have
been put way way back. lle did finally get a Channel Master large VHF array up above
the plant some 30 feet late in December, as I needed it for on-air checking of CADCO
CATV equipment before it was shipped. With it, and a monitoring system ruaning here
- some 12 hours or so a day, I have seen just a little randem skip. Busy as I've been,
I haven't always had the ti@e to catch an id but what has been seen is as follows:
- dan 4 Es 2125 WESH-2 VEDU 3 UPBT 2 Florida. WEDU last out at 2156.

'Qgg 11 Es apx 1100-0955 weak ch 2 from NE, NBC, no id.

Jan iﬁ s 09486-0955 weak ch 2, E/SE, two statlons, no ids.
'Jaﬂ 13 Es O?OO tune-in to apx 0915, wealk N/NL ch 2, two stations, no ids.
Jan,_g Es 1615 to after 2000, from north first, swung east, then back north

aﬂalr late 1n ouenlng VFMY-2 NC UTAR-3 VA [JUND-2 NC ided.
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(Bob Cooper, continued)
Jan 21 Es 1720-1950 to iiexico, XILH-2 ided with others in there.

Jah 23 Es 1504-1550 XEY-2 and SS on ch 3.

Jap 2A Es 1830 tune-in to apx 1931, XEW-2 plus unknown SS station ch 2 with
"Siempre Domingo - Canal 2" program.

I have a iarch 15 target date for my home installation on VHF and UHT;

if I make it (or when!) I will start reporting regularly again.

Glen R. ileal, 1005 N. 5th, Sayre, Oklahoma 73662 (1 Jan — 7 Feb) (CST)

The reportlpg period turned out well after all, with many modes good at times.

Jan 1 Al tropo up slightly: ELIVY Tyler TX(BBBLR329 S up in quality about O7CO.

Jan 2 Tr OOOO under cloud¥ skies, in very well; peaked early PM, KOSA-7 Odessa
™% (4543R285) K/TX-10 laco TX (2L331300)

Jan 3 MS, the Quadrentids storm was fairly good here, peaking today with the
better bursts around 0630. 0640 WIBT 3 Jackson MS (2415R575 TP & tone. UnID ch 5 TP
many times., 1900, good burst on ch 7.

Jan 4 Tr 2000 KSEL-28 KMZN-34 Lubbock TX (3435R170). Es t/in 2055, from SE:
{ESH-2 Orlando FL (5534R1165) WEDU 3 Tampa FL s/on 2100 (4533R1125) JXT 4 Jackson-
ville FL (4534R109C) @ 2112. Up through ch 6 OLlC&lj, by 2155 down to ch 2 and at
2217 all had faded out.

Jan 5 Tr 0600 i/ith VHF dead, UHF translators. in, chs 76 & 78 fair, unID. Despite
my now having a TV Factbook,I am still unable to ID themj temporarily can't turn ant.

Jan 6 Tr early Al & late Pi, KUPK-13 Garden City KS (3544R175) KFDW-12 Clovis NM
(343R210), plus chs 76 & 78 poor.

dan 7 & 8 Tr in AY good. - Jan o MS 1400 bursts up substantially.

Jau 9 MS Predicted ra,ndomearibr mornlng noted good.

Jan 10 Tr 0630 KRBC-9 Abilene T (4443R210), PM tropo also up slightly w/ unID
ch 80 this time. MS around 1000 very good, almcst chower-like!

; Jan 12 Tr 1300+ w/ cloudy skies, good signals: KTXT-5 Lubbock TX (354&3170)
KOSA-7 Odessa TX (555LR285) KMOM-9 ilcnahans TX outstanding (5554R290), KCBD-11 KLBK-
13 KSEL-28 KILN-34 Lubbock TX al "intense" (5;55“1?0) KMXN-3) is now easily as good
as KSEL-28; KILIN seen w/ all-Spanish programming, IDing in Spanish followed by
Tnglish, ?aﬂdom morning MS in AM w/ several good bursts noted.

Jan 13 T; 05h5—“900 Good again with many from last night, along with KTI5-12
Sweetwater T T (L545R200). 7i. tropo: SE & E excellent w/ KTTA-13 Okla. City OK at 0700
(5555R175) »GTO—B& Fayetteville AR (35351320 and at 2330 KTEN-10 Ada (5555R175)
strongest signal during $ropo I believe I've ever seen!, KODE-12 Joplin MO 3433R210),
plus unID chs 76 76 80 82 83!

dan 14 Tr S 11 going strong when arose 0545, best signals to E: KOCD-11l Tulsa
0K (LBLLR220) 0645 KGTO-16 fair KIITC-27 Springfield MO hit air 0830 (4535NA400) KCKH-
25 Okla. City (L535N125) + translators. PM tropo very good. AEs noted 1818 w/ ant
aimed ENE: WESH-2 Orlando FL (4413R1165) KEY*T 3 Santa Barbara CA (5502R1125),
through ch 6 when I had to leave @ 1845.

Jan 15 Tr 0550+ to SE & E: KERA-13 Dallas T (4533R230) KITA-13 perfect, and
unID translators chs 74 76 7879 80!

Jan 16 M5 1000 count up considerably.

Jan 17 MS in early Ail: Cyginids shower a complebe dud here—not one ping noticed
durlnf entire monitoring period! However, in Pli, good A-second burst on n ch 13. .

Jan 18 MS 0559 INEM-5 Bay City 1 (251&31305), good one-second burst right on

audio ID! Other MS through ch 13 at times. Tr 2200 KLOE-10 Goodland KS 3542R300.

Jan 21 Tr Good to 200 mi 21l directions. Es about 1900 while at friend's house,
noticed CCI on ch 4.

Jan 23 Tr 0600+ more zood All tropo—nothing outstanding, though.

Jan 24 Tr 2000+ into early AlM; this was peak tropo thig month with VHF reachlig
almost 500 mi; many to 300 mi snow-free: KSLA-12 Shreveport LA (4544R395) KDTV 39 Dallas
T1(3535h23b) + translators chs 75 76 79. Then came best reception of evening: after
local KPDO-8 s/off, I watched UFAA-8 Dallas s/off, then saw KTUL-8 Tulsa s/off, and
finally KBOE—B Monroe LA (3;&5“&00 until Q04O s/off Lasted 'til OOL5 when I went to

- bed. Sureraed to see the near-dead tropo cx of the next morning.
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- (Glen: Leal continued) (55L40995)

Jan 25 E t/in 1836 to scuth, AEH0-2 Guadaladara IS5 (L4341995) YHG-L Guadalajara
w/ ID in buBHlSh natch., It sure helps at Jlmeb to know Spaa1uh Es gone by 1950.

Jan 26 Tr 0600+ tropo up to east. "

Jar ?7 Tr 2100 tropo continuing FOOQ KTVC~6 ~nsign iS5 (3443R175). Noted M5 up
sppspagt;a;lJ in. P “s’t/lﬁ 1816 to E & NE, cuickly up through ¢h 5, fair, gone’ 1855.

Jan 30 Tr 0930+ up late w/ excellent morning. !Locals" to 250 mi snow-free.
Quaoect KSLA-12 jin again. KOCO-5 Okla. City (5555R125) KTmi-10 Ada (555551?5).

Jan 31 IS 1400 up in ”uallty, several random bursts. : 5

'nigg ; Al Tropo up slightly. Predicted random IS date noted fair.

Feb 2 Es t/in 1901 from NE, up through ch 5 quickly, signals on chs 2-4 extreme-: -
ly strong & clear at times. Mo IDs. CII were very sporadic w/ MUF changlnr rapldly
Cone By 1934. Noted MS up very well:y several good bursts on c¢h 131

Feb 3 Tr 2000-2300 to Sif dipped down to almost L50 mi briefly: KIBC-7 “Austin e
(3&#1R3607 KRBC-9 AbLlene (5554R210) KSAT-12 San Antonio (3432R425)“(between KKII~1°-*'7
to SE & WT; =12 to 53W) . Uald traqulators in also.: M3 noted above normal in AM:: '+« F

Feb 5 MS The fir;t day cf the Aurigids shower seen fair here.

b _:JS Many very good bursts and super-bursts 2100+, PRbs S
Leb 7 Es t/ln 2008 to south. Spanish.chs 2+ tﬂrouvh 5w/ 2 & 4 the Dest,_uo Abg,
gone by 2116 uS”hoteu LJl“ Ty EOOOf go 1pst Lq'G~a KVII-7 XFDA-10 Amarillo Ti..
(5555R120).. iR '

60 staticns Have bee% logeed so far this” Joar so no complaints lest they be 1n:'
the area of mail service. I finally received the remainder of my order so now have
all of my new system in operation. It includes an RCA VHF/UHF antenna @ apx 25 ft,
300-chm line from ant to mast-mounted pre-amp, 75-ohm coax. down to pover supply: and:-
then to 75/300 transformer hooked to RCA VHI /UHr sollttez to 1968 Zenith: television
receiver. int is rotated with Alliance rotor. ‘hat a . difference the pre-amp made!

This January has been a record breaker oround here with temperatures in the .70s - .
and 80s many days of January, accounting for the good tropo. Kind of remimds-one of~ =
the good old summertime; I can hardly wait for those warm summer nights with the

m;\,

tropo pourlrg in from-all dix ectlonsl g aough (understatement‘\ = 733 desde Gleﬁ._ﬂi
Pat Dyer, 32? Soiar Drlvc,.aan wnto“lo Texas 7822? (8 Jaﬂ -7 lnb) to{E8T)
Receiver: 1968 RCA. color GJ72L7. Antennat lards 11- 61 ni—low:VHE,lE uo,-xlx-almed.SE :
__lg b 0033 VHOU I i1 OUQLOH I_K..x. ‘:.:.:_:__.__._.__8) (23) “‘) 2300 U_nj_d-—— 3 MQX]_QO Pl ?

"0033 KWIX-10 Waco TX 16&‘ 29 TR0 KHOUrll.Houston s 185

18 Tr 0030 KRGV:fﬁ Wéslaco’ T #H4215 FE ‘Tr 0130 KHOUS11 Houston TX 185
0115 KGBT- A4 Harlingen TX 215 0135 KHFI-42 Austin X . = 80 . .
21 Es 1830 unid- 4 Mexico ? ? 7 Es 1845 unid- 2 Mexico peTaRl e R e
23 Es 19C0 unid- 4 Mexico ? ? 1845 unid- 3 liexico 7 e o
i 2300 unid+ 2 Megico T . ¢ soifuaiil Wl9395KOAE%:2:F1agstaff 252 850 Bk

: Ib's been a leng.time since I gat-an: Lﬁ 1D - There's been a tremendous amount ofi® 7.

Es around this Jan-Feb but it always seems tc be Mexico whenever I try for IDs.
Jan 21 & 23 CCI on local WOAI-4 was very severe. 1'm sure they got a few calls
about it. It's over 25 miles from here to the transmitter so it doesn't take too.
much of an Es opening te mess them up. OStations should make announcements when Heavy
CCI is around, as I h@ard WHSH-2 do once. Hams like myself operating 50 iHz often
get the blame locally. ' During the samé peériodsion 50 MHz, California was gett+nv -
Guatemala. Some:Diers: out.there may-haivéeigotten 2Es on tbc ‘I ae wekl, vl e
S@ far the Eg has more than made:up: for Dhe poor December around here

£y 53 - S b sy

Best of .td aii"' Dgnrls

S
N SEVERAL COLUMMS WERE NOT RECEIVED OM TIME THIS MONTH, AGAIN. THE EDITORS
\\ AS WELL AS YOU READERS KNOW THAT WE- HAME-A DEADLINE, 1F YourR FAVORITE
' COLUMN IS MISBING, PLEASE WRITE THE EDITOR AMD TELL HIM TO PLEASE TRy
\ HARDER TO MEET THE HO DEADLIMNE-OF THE 207TH se YOU: CAN READ HIS COLUMN oM
/ TIME, NOT A MONTH LATE. EURCPEAN SCEME pip ~OT ARRIVE DUE TO THE MAIL
STRIKE IM Evgtanp, STATISTICS poEs 0T APPEARBECAUSE THE EDITOR WAS SUDD-
ENLY TRAMSFERRED TO TExAs. Lack ofF InvForMaTion For A CCl coLuwmn {8 THE REA-
SOM FOR NON=APPEARAMCE OF THAT COLUMM, No THER REASeNS WERE RECE|IVED AT HQ.




A PAID ADVERTISEMENT.ssewe. s

" ... and I logged 40 new stations in 24 hours with
my CADCO model VHI-DX IPA pre-amplifier ... "

So writes TV DX er Richard Clark of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Dick goes on t0 82¥ vvveveeeeses

" ... and you sure were right. This is a very sensitive and selective unit. Included in my new
loggings was WHTN-13 in Huntington, West Virginia ... 1,000 miles on channel 13 tropo!"

DX er Dick Clark is now one of three people using the DX TWIN PACK - the VHF-DX IPA low
band and high band tuneable pre-amplifier. This state-of-the-art pre-amplifier combines ultra
low noise figure, good gain (20-22 db) and very high selectivity into a single tuneable package
that puts the DX er in coiitrol of his receiving situation at all times. With four controls, YOU
tune in the station you want and tujne out the interference,

CADCO NOW HAS TWO MORE OF THESE CUSTOM BUILT VHF DX UNITS READY FOR
SHIPMENT, BECAUSE THESE ARE CUSTOM BUILT, AND ARE NOT A PART OF OUR
REGULAR CATV PRODUCTION LINE, WE DO NOT EXPECT TO BE ABLE TO BUILD
ANY MORE OF THESE UNITS FOR SIX MONTHS OR MORE, IF YOU WANT THE VERY
BEST FOR THE 1971 TV DX SEASON - YOU WANT THE VHF-DX-IPA.

The price is $144, 50 postpaid. First come, first serve ... when these two units are gone,
there will be no more for six months or more.

CADCQ UHF-DXC-2

This is the super selective interdigital series post amplifier that goes between your UHF conver-
ter and your TV set, as a post amplifier to boost and filter out interference on UHF signals that
are converted to either channel 5 or 6 by your converter, 20 db gain, interdigital bandpass filter
built in, With power supply, just plug it in and turn it on. Only two are built up and ready for
shipment - when they are gone, no more for six months or more. For REAL UHF DX, this is
the unit, $75,00 postpaid. (Note: Specify whether you use channel 5 or 6 for UHF.)

CADCO FM-DX-IPA
Interdigital series pre-amplifier/tuneable bandpass filter for FM. 20 db gain, this is so hot it
even improves the fabled AJ-15, Only one built up, no more for six months or so. $75.00 post-

paid,

CONRAC AV-12E RECEIVER

Back in October we bought ten of these and offered them for sale to DX'ers. Now we have only
one left, Everyone knows this is the best receiver there is for DXing, This has the 12 channel
VHF turret tuner, and is brand new. We check them out and ship them, F.O.B. Oklahoma City
for $250. 00 (regular net price over $425. 00). Only one lefi - and then no more!

CADCO - ( The TV People)

Suite 107, 4444 Classen Blvd., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118
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- Telephone - 405 / 528 7988
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rJ Ity \/ : Editor: Roger W. Winsor
! S [ﬂ _ 718 Ne Frement Rocad
J‘ _/X Valparaisc, Indiana

46383
Deadline 10th of the menth.

Jim Hayes 3 Henry Street Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvanie 18702 EST

December sure contrasts with January when cenditions were really good.
-Now beginning with 11/&7 tr 0715 WBMR 89.7 Bedferd, Pa. 10w, 0716 WJAC
95.5 Johnstown, Pa. 11/26 tr 2355 WEST 96.1 Easton, Pa. w/stronger sige
11/30 Up at Thornhurst, high in the Poconos, I noted a lot more GW's
that are usually blocked out by the mountains in WB amang noted WVOS
95.9 Liberty, NY and WNBC 97.1 NYC. 12/14 Tr 2030 WGAY 99.5 Washington,
Dr. 12/29 Es 1550 week noted to 99.1. 12/31 Tr 1400 WCLI 106.1 Corning,
NY. 1/8 Tr 1650 WBR 9945 Wilmington, Del. (new state for me), 1651
WBAY 99.5, 1/9 Tr, first goad trop opening since 9/16 began around 1800
hers. 1845 WFRE 99.9 Frederick, MD, 1935 WRPM Martinsburg, WVa, 1945
VIASH 97.1 DC, 2006 WVNJ 10043 Newark, N J, WISL Shamokin in like a

Tocal during period. Wilkes College is planning to set up an FM station
on 90,7 There go some more freqs. That's it this time around. 73.

Fred MecCormsck —ob LABUCS, futiti. camdut w87 Cul

[P

FM DX almost didn't happen in December here up norths On 12/29 I finally
got some with the ground wave logging of new on the &ir KCHT 300,7

in Alexandria, MN. They have been received daily since with weak

signals most of the time, but it is occasionally good. It is now the
most consistant 300 mile FM heard here. On the same date, an Es

opening took place which reached Fli for a short time. At 1546 CST,

WIGN 98.3 Logan, Ohio was logged. Finally, on'1/3/71 at 1705, WLAC

105.9 Nashville, Tennessee was heard on MS. 73 and good DX in 71,

Roger W. Winsor 718 N. Fremont Road Valparaiso, Indiana 46383

Some randomne®w, as I have no DX to report. From Russ Brown of Michigan,
(CLN 97.7 IA is on RS now, // to AM, WAUR 90.9 to go RS 1/18 in stereo,
WDOW 97.% MI has been noted testing for awhile, now rothing more, WHFB
99,9 is now broadcasting in 4 chennel stereo on a regular baSiSeesssesses

Pat Dyer 327 Sclar Drive San Antonio, Texas 78227 (ST

The December FIf Es opening I expected didn't materialize here. In fact,
compared to the previous years, this past month was a flop. The only
new catches this time have been in state tropo. KIRF 94,5 H-uston,

KOUL 108.3 Aransas Pass, 12/% @1245 KWFR??? San Angelo (94.7 RWW).

I monitored the FM band during the Quadrdntids meteor shower Jan. 3.

I was really amazed to hear all the bursts that I did with just an 18
inch whip, There were literally hundreds of bursts during the 5 hours I
listened 120N to 1700 hrs. I stayed on one of the “clear" local fregs
near 95mHz, At the peak there were up to 3 bursts a minute. Some of
the super bursts lasted over 20 seconds, no IDs, however, just a lot of
pieces of music with scme ads and news once in a while. Some of the
larger bursts brought in 3 or more stations at a time. 73,
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Carlon Howington 13880 Greenlahd Ave. Uniontown, Ohio 44685 FST

DX here in N¥ has not been real good the last few months with only one
tropo opening on 11/30/@0 from I1 up to MN. The following were hrd:

KGRC 92.9 , WIAI 99.1, WMIL 95,7, WMRY 101.1, WMAQ 101,1, WVEM 101.9,
WMBD 93,3, WIFC 95.5 and best catch of AM was KERY 102.1 at 650 miles,
WSDM 97.9 on a ET, Big news here is I finally got my FM yagis and my
Tead in working. lest summer at the” convention, Bob Cooper showed me
how to build a 75 ohm antenna-anfl -after about two months of experimenting
I came up with a 9 element yagi for FM. It has four driven elements,
fed with coax and now I have one on:.a pole behind the house and other
up on my 90! tower. About two months ago I changed m y open lead. I

had to make about 200.feet of open lead and I used #12 wire with nylon
spacers .about every two feet (the two wire-are 1 inch apart), After I
put up the open lead ahd turned on the AJ 15, I could not believe the
difference in reception. Normel winter CX is better than last summer
when I was using a commerciasl FM yagi. This is normal winter CX (rein .
or shine) day or night, hot or cold: WHKW 89.3 and WHAD 90.7 (410 and 390
miles) ere readable about 50% of the time from the west, from the south
WUOT and WFPK 9149 fight it out most of the ddy @350 and 290 respectairly,
from the east and I still ocannot believe this, WGTB 90.1 from Washington,
DC with 771w end 23' AAT and this at 270 miles over the mountains. Also
readable when c hannel is clear is WGSU 89,3 in Genmesco, NY w/1750 w and
7t AAT at 250'miles. On 12/1 this was a sunday eve on 90.9 after WGUC
s/bﬂf around 8PM, I heard WMCO in New Concord, Oh w/lO'watts at about
100 miles and this turned out to be normel CX when WGUC is off. 12/13
ren across a.MS and set on 92,1 from 8 to 11PMard heard many MS and a
couple dozen super bursts, but only got one ID ocut of it, but it was a
nice catch WJGA in Jackson, Ga IDed @9:41 and it was a new state. T
tried the shcwar'on_IZ/EZ end was up from 0200 to 0400 and added WBIL
9247 Biloxi, MS and hrd CKIW 93.9 on MS with the antenna 90 degrees

from the station., They are about 125 miles from here. Over the Xmas
weekend, I changed my anterma on the pole benind the house. I put &
rotor on the boom so I can change from vert. to horiz. orand pleace (277)
in between plus the-rotor on the mest.. The system works very well so
far and I cen't wai~t -until Es. WMy 500th FM verie came on 12/31 WDYL
92.1 to end a very good year, Carlon, '

DEE_BERLIIi: RaLr ERLER,PARCHIM,
DOR (EasT GERMANY), isae i

SVERIGES RADIO=TYV (Swepen):TAKEN
BY EncLlsH MEMBER ROGER Bunney,




~— : [‘! 1617 Linden St.
Jﬁ J* : ._.J,/ e E. Lansing, Mi, 46823

March 1971 : : Next Deadline: March 15

TV-DX as noted by enthusiasts in Wi, Il, In, Mi, Oh, Pa and Eastern Canada

For me, this is the toughest column of the year to compose...because there is ravely
enough old business to review...and by the time YOU sece it, we MIGHT have had a fair
tropo opening. Let's hope so! As I write this, the forecast calls for a general

warming trend. Most of Michigan has been under snow since the first of December and
all most Central U.S. DXers have seen on their respectlve screens is. llkewlse...snowl

During the next 60 to 90 days we'll be moving gradually into a springtime tropo and
Es conditions. If you reporters (and all others) in the Central area have time...why
not give me a good description of your DXing set-up before the next deadline or two
and I'll begin the season with that information.

Reports this month are limited in number...but high ‘in quality. For instance...

Harold Cooper, 29800 Amn Arbor Trail, Westland, Mi. 48185 EST

12-1"Tr 0630 WLOS-13 Ashev1lle, NC 1-3 M5 0612 WAGA-5 Atlanta Ga.
12-2 Tr 2310 WVTV-18 Milwaukee, Wi 1-11 Es 1530 WPTV-5 Palm Beach, F1
12-11 Tr 1315 WFRV-5 Green Bay, Wi 1600 WEDU-3 Tampa, F1l
12-12 MS 0305 KQTV-2 St. Joseph, Mo 1-14 Tr 1630 WBOY-12 Clarksburg, WVa
0625 WFBC-4 Greenville, SC _ Es 1700 WEDU-3, WPBT-2 :
0655 WBAP-5 Fort Worth, Tx 1710 WESH-2 Daytona Beach
0725 KOCO-5 Oklahoma City Fidad ‘Tr 1715 WFLD-32, WOUB-20
0758 KORN-5 Mitchell, SD s . Es 1725 WPTV-5 Palm Beach .
0812 KHAS-5 Hastings, Neb . ; 1755 WTVJ-4 Miami
: 1825 CBWFT-3 Winnepeg, Man. : 1800 WCIX- E_Mlaml
12-13 MS 0655 WJXT-4 Jacksonville, F1 1830 WEAR-3 Pensacola, F1
12-29 Es 1100 KACB-3 San Angelo, Tx ) Tr 1845 WAND-17 Decatur, Il
1130 KOCO-5 OKC, Okla _ 1900 WICD-15 Danville, Il
1530 KMID-2 Midland, Tx . 1-17 ? 1400 KOCO-5 OkCity
1600 KOTA-3 Rapid City, SD =~ ° = 1-26 Tr 1800 WFLD-32 Chicago (culminating .
1630 KDLO-3 Garden City, SD a week of good tropo to 150 miles)
KLNE-3 Lexington, Neb - 1-30 MS 0930 KBTX-3 Bryan, Tx :

1-31 MS KDLO-3 Garden City, SD
Totals on 1-31;'558 stations received in 3 countries, 31 states and 5 provinces. (Harold
continues to see stations everyone misses. He's at the right place at that right time!
RB)

Gary Olson, 1203 Kenton Rd., Deerfield, Il. 60015 CST

1-13 Local 1845 KS2XBR Chicago, testing. Weak (grade B) signal noted also on 1-14% from
1830 to 1900. Thanks to Morrie Goldman for phone call alerting me to new station.
- Haven't seen them since the li4th. Hope I have more to report next time! . (same
_here Gary. , Except for Hal Cooper, everyone has had ‘a pretty drab winter. RB)

That's it! No other reports were submltted for the month. I did receive ccmmunlcatlons
from two gentlemen (and again spoke with Morrie Goldman by phone). Mark Lewis, Downsview,
Ontario notes WUTV-29 Buffalo should be A/N by now! They began programming in late
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December, withiéomething like 1 1/2 million watts ERP. Mark says thev put an "i credlble"
signal into Downsview...he can see "every speck of dirt" on their film! He also notes
confirmation of KCIT reception during the tropo opening of late November. Congratulations!

Bill Draeb thawed out enough to send greetings. He saw no DX during the period but instead
braved temperatures that finally "climbed into the 20's" and replaced his "ancient lH-year-
©old UHF antemna" with a 5 foot dish. Bill says, "I was on top of that tower for two hours
and got frozen right down to the bone!" Whew! Regulars with the dish under poor conditions
include Chicago and South Bend Us. Bill notes he's thinking of buying a BTX-1lla

-convertor, and of replacing his old set. Great Bill. Now NONE of us Midwesterners will
catch you! ; : L

Hereabouts, your editor awaits some type of thaw, to begin hauling down antennas and move
them across town. Right now, time is well consumed by painting, moving and generally
getting installed in our first buy-it-yourself, sell-your-soul, mortgage-your-everloving-
future house! Hope to have a 7 foot dish at 40 plus feet, stacked HB yagis at '30-35
feet, a vertical antenna for Sklp and a single horizontal LB yagl. First, 4t has to get
WARMER! Rl

One last note...M. Goldman might be in the service by the time you read this. He' ll be
doing a 6 month stint in the USAR, but isn't sure at this writing where he'll be. We
hope to have more info next time.

Now...back to that friendly paint roller.w Best'DXI:;...Rbg;

POP TRONICS EDITOR

ELSEWHERE IN THIS VUD appears COMMENTS onv THE WTFDA vs ‘MAGAZINE PUBL1SHER COMTROVERSY.
THIS MOMTH'S COMMENTS WERE ALREADY TYPED UP WHEN | RECEIVED FROM AMBROSE MAXIM A. COPY OF
THE PE EDITORIAL B8Y OLIVER FERRELL WHO HAS BEEM THE SOLE PROTAGONIST. OF THE PUBLISHER'S
POINT OF VIEW IN THIS CONTROVERSY. ALTHOUGH | AM SEEING THIS EDITORPAL SECOND=HAND, | HOPE
MOTHING W!LL HAVE BEEWM LOST INM THE TRANSFER OF INFORMATIOM., THERE wasS A SERIES OF EDITORIALS
| UNDERSTAND, SO THIS 1S ONMLY A PART OF COPY SO FAR PUBL ISHEDy ALTHOUGH THE S'L 1s sPECIFiC-
ALLY NAMED, | FEEL THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED APPLY TO ALL DXERS,- WHETHER -8Ls,-TY, FM, erc. Due
TO LACK OF SPACE | MUST sUMMARIZE: (WITH SOME COMMENTS AND VIEWS OF MY OwN- INTERSPERSED)

SWLine (DXine) DEFIES amvALYSIS: ARE THERE 5000 SYlLs, OR PERHAPS A.MILLIONM? MAMUFACTURZRS
HAVE BEEM DESERTING THESE HOBSBYISTS THE PAST DECADE, ALTHO A FEW HAVE STAYED IN THE RACE DUE
MAINLY TO IMPORTED JAPANESE RECEIVERS. SHORTWAVE BECAME A PRESTIGIOUS PROPAGANDA TOOL DURING
WoRLD WAR |l, AND AFTER THE WAR INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTERS. POURED A LOT OF MONEY INTO RADIO
TO TELL HOW GOOD THEY WERE AND HOW BAD OTHERS WERE. THE AVALANCHE OF NEW STATIONS AND COUN=-
TRIES TO BE HEARD SENT PROFICIENT SYLs INTO A FREMZY OF DXING ACTIVITY. THE HOBBY PROBABLY
PEAKED 1IN THE LATE 50s anp £ARLY 60s. THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEM A GREAT ATTRACTION TO SWLing AM=
ONG TEENAGERS, ALTHOUGH MOST OF THEM LOSE INTEREST 1M A YEAR OR LESS, SOME DRIFT BACK WHILE
iIv THEIR 505 OR OLDER TO SEE HOW THE HOBBY HAS CHANGED, BUT THE B8ETweer 19 anrp 35 AGE Groue
SEEMS TO HAVE LITTLE IMTEREST In SWlinvg,.

PERHAPS THE OUTLOOK FOR THE HOBBY NEED NOT BE AS DARK AS 1T APPEARS, SIS HAVE MEVER MADE
A STRONG CASE FOR THEIR ACTIVITIES, AS HAVE HAMS THROUGH THE ARRL-FOR tnsTance, EquipmesT
LM,-“NUF'ACTURERS pONY T KNOW THE S§1ZE OF THE MARKET NOR THE KIMD OF EQUIPMENT ShlLs ARE wWILLIMG
TO BUV, INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTERS ARE PHASING OUT THEIR PROGRAMS TO NORTH FMERICA BECAUAE
LISTENNERS APPEAR TO BE MORE [NTERESTED IM QSLS AND FREQUENCY CHANGES THAM [N PROGRAM CUN-
tent, (wHICH 1s wHY THE COUNTRY |§ BROADCASTING TO US, AFTER ALL=-=TO TELL US ABOUT THEMRELV~-
€8). SWLS COULD DRAMATICALLY IMPROVE THIER LOT IF THEY FOUND A STRONG UMIFYING FORCE WITH
PERCEPT!VE LEADERSHIP. A LACK OF POSITIVE DIRECTION ALONMG WITH PETTY GRIPES, FRAGMENTATION,
AMD A VARIETY OF MINOR ANNOYAMCES PLAGUR THIS HOBBY. |Ts MOT SURPRISING THAT MANY TEENAGERS
ARE FLOCKIMG TO (B WHERE THE FELLOWSHIP, UNITY, DRGANIZATIOM, ETC COMPENSATE FOR THE BOREDOM
oF SWLIMG. A TURNAROUND CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED ONLY IF S'Ls WORK TOGETHER AND STOP FIGHTING
OVER wWHO WILL PRESIDE AT THE WAKE,

Excuse my LICENSE, MR, FERReLL. Now WTFDAERs, LETS HAVE
SOME CONMSTRUGTIVE CRITICGISM ABOUT HOw TO IMPROVE THE HOBBY, GET NEW MEMBERS AMD HOLD THEM,




BRIDGED-T I FILTER

"Bridged-T IF Filter" JIFDA Feature Article
by Gerald Pulice typed for VTFDA by G. Olson

A common problem in today's TV-DX is thet of adjacent channel
interference, Cheaply built modern sets cecnnot cope with today's
saturated channels., For exanple, I live 18 miles south of
maxinum power locele in NYC on ch. BT, 901 and 1%, YRS~
2 comes in fine with e 6-inch rire entenna in my basenent! It.
becomnes obvious what that does to the few vacant channels I have,
Ch. 3,6,8,10 and 12 are useless unless one uses one or more of
the following: e _

(1) outboard traps such se the Jerrold or Channel Master (I

use Channel llaster) : : u

(2)"Interdigital” or standsrd coil and capacitor preamplifiers

that tune sharply (I ue both)

(3) A televigion.receiver with 1ore thd n 40 db. adjacent

chennel rejection, I believe Conrac is this good, but
no com-ercial set is., (ED NOTE: NO, CONRAC ALSO HAS
POQOR ADJACENT CHAM'EL REJECTION AS COI®AIED iIN SIDE BY
SIDE TESTS JITH YALITY MONOCHRONE SETS PRODUCED I THE
: ARLY 1960's) ‘
(4) Alm your directive antenna away from your strong locals.
This may not work if you are close-in,
lMethode 1 and 2 are only for those who wish to spend } and have
lote of tide to waste for tuning out each offending carrier, This
neans valuable tie during an omenin-~ may be lost fooling.with :
comtrols., Method 4 requires you give up perhans 90° of your DX
horizon along with many catches, ' :
~ 208t neonle don't have Conrac demodulators, so vhet can they
do with their hoae style receivers? Not much -~ exce»t improve
them! TIt's escsy to improve your TV, if you-will Tollow the =
directions civen in the remainder of this article. :

Nornally a TV set hag 3 traps in its IF system. Two are tuned
to reject adjacent cheannel video and sound. The third reduces
the effect of on-channel audio, keening sound bars off the screen,
Of the thrce, adjscent sound is by far the worst offender. An
adjacent sound carrier produces writhing "herringbonesz” on a
TV screen, making DX lavossible to copy. I recommand that you
tune your new IF trap to reject adjacent sonund. Remember, an IF
trav will ‘work on all channells at once, Juet by using your fine
tuning controll * Barring front end overload (which 1is very rare)

the trap to be described is ac effective 28 a 345 get of channelzr"?““

Master traps.-Best of all it costs 35.00 or less to build., Now
that we've described it, how do you build 147 : e
j - Very simple, I4 consists of a tuning capdcitor, coil, two
resistors, aud a "volume" control mounted in a small metal box.
This "Black Box" then connects between yoUr 'TV's tuner and its
let IF stege. HOLD IT - don't go away! Thid doesn®t even' require
soldering in most sets. An ROA jack on the tuher mates with a
pluz-in cable feeding the tArars T is Wy <

o ~ If built »roveérly there will be no efredt on vour set’s
alirnnent, If there is, you cen connect it to the antenna lilke
a "trap-ease" or Channel [faster unit, and tune out each channel

by itself. It usesg the long discarded by manufacturers .
Bridred-T circuit. It is many times more effective than the siavle
trape now in use. See the diagram. ' ' b
The diagrass should be sclf-exvlshatory. As I have tried to
maxe clear, the tunidc camgcitor should not be grounded to the
conper board, nor should t'& ' coil tduchi': any other metal perte,
- : T - . - $
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”Brldﬂed—T IF Filter" : \
Pace 2

=

The to» vlate con be made of- 1ne xpengive conner-cled nrinted - =
girfecuit bosrd,  If your wiring:.lsg gu rt and neat, vou 111 ex9er- . . Ak |
ience no problems., To cornect into your I7: (1) a shielded cable |
froa the set's chessgis ig plugszed into tae set's tumer. Remove 1t
fro» the tuner and plus it into the trap. (2) Fluz the tren’s
ceble into the TV tuner, (3) Place the trep in a snfe nlece (mine
asite on the gset'e power trensformeri). (4) Turn on the IV and '
male sure it is still workinc normally. (5) Set your fine
tunin~T so a weak station is received, but covered heavily by &
gtron: locsl lower ih channel. IE:6 next to local 5, not 14-13
or 7-6 or 5-4, in ocutboard trap mey be useful in finding the
center of channel, - Once you have found the center of chsonel
con't disburb the fine tuning (6) 7ith an insulated screwdriver
(s plestic diddle stick) set the "volume control” to mid-
nosition. {(7) Using your plestic screwdriver, slowly tune tae
verieble canacitor, wotehing for a -dropn in the overlap or AIRM
(8) Tupn the volume control "notch denth" trying to reduce the
Q3 further, (9) repeat :7 and 8 ot leset twice. '

Iow, try all the chevnels. The set should ect ilhe same as
it did before, but critigal adjustwent of the fine tining will
no' remove v1rtuglly all signs of the adjecent sound carrier,
leavin~ ‘the DX etrong and clear. If you experience any difficul-
ties (Ogciilestion, misalign-ent, etc.{:*{A) check all tube shields
in the tuner and IF stoges. (B) increcse theFixem resistors
to 25 ohms (they ect as buffers). (C) Contact me (Gerald Pulice)
directiy., : =

_ If ell this sounds a little frightening there is etill a
way ,Thig unit can be connected as en outboard filter - like a
"tpan-esge"” but it will ork better! Replace the two fixed resisters
ond the.001 disc with plain conper wire, and mncke the coll smaller
(7 turns ten-ed st 3,4 and 5). Co-nect your 75 ohm coaxial antenna
line to the in and out terminals (300 ohm with beluns) ond tune
un esch channel separately. You now have nearly the best lovw
bond trap aveilable. : :

You will be able to lay a 40 db or greater notch over any

interfering carvier from 50 to 100 mhz,
~Althoucrh I have not tried 1it, this clrcu1t snoulo work ¢t FM
gnd highbasnd frequencies with dlIPereﬂt LC Vqluc thet.are :
begt found by experimentestion,

This IF filter was desgicted around a c¢ch. BB'trap'built by

Rocer Bunpey to whom I must extend my thanks, '

73'a - Best DX
Gerry
PARTS LIST: . .
L1=5/8 1~ecw DI AMETER =16 coPPER WIRE COIL, TAPPED AT3,4,5 or 5,6 7 TurRMs; 7 ar 11 Turms,
B3#% pREwoUND sulTABLE, (FROM LAYFAYETTE).
01 HamMMARL UMD HﬂPC—SO miniaATURE 50PF VARIABLE CAPACITOR; (ReTnR MUST NOT BE GROUMDED) .
2=0,001urp CERAMIC DI1SC capaclTOR, 200 vALTS OR GREATER, (I F moDEL oMLY,
R1,:RR=15 OHM HALF WATT FIXED RESISTORs, (| F mopeL emLy). 5
R3= mimIaTURE 500 eHM CARBOM COMTRAL. :
SMALL Bex TO FIT COPPER-CLAD B®ARD :
SMALL P1ECE OF PHEMOLIC COPPER-CLAD B®ARD, UX5 1rowH SUFFICIENT,
2L aHlELDED WIRE wiTH RCA pLUG oM eME 0 : ' i
ENMD ANMD BARE WIRE OM THE OTHER EMD. :

OME THREADED PAMEL=-MOUMT RCA Jack. =25 N SERIES-RESISTOR FILTER
: . : ~

ILLUSTRATI®N AT RIGHT sHows peEcCIBELS (DB) oF - ' BRIDGED-T FILTER

REJECTION AT DESIRED AMD INTERFERIMG cHaMvEL =50 | :

FREQUEMCIES, SHOWIMG THAT DESIRED CHAMMEL 18§ i B

T R LTy T
COLOR . AUDIO i V. DED : AUDID

UMAFFECTER BY BRIDGED-T | .F. FILTER. “EXT MeMTH ; e
(1nvTERFERING) H(DFSIRED CHAMMEL )

WE WILL EXPLAIN WHAT AM |F 18 FOR TH®SE UNMFAM-
ILIAR WITH ELECTREMIGS/RECEI VER DESIGM,




